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2010 Southeastern Minnesota Synod Pre-Assembly Report

Report of the Bishop Ð
Part 1

Ordinations
• Emily Carson, 8/30/09 to associate,
Zion, Stewartville, 8/30/09

• Maureen Hagen, 5/31/09 to Saetersdal,
Harmony, 6/1/09

• Andrea Myers, 9/12/09 to associate,
Grace, Albert Lea, 9/18/09

• Leslie Neist, 12/12/09 to Little Cedar
& Marshall, Adams, 1/11/10

• Andrew Nelson, 9/6/09 to associate,
Bethel, Rochester, 9/6/09

• Mark Niethammer, 8/8/09 to Cedar
Valley & Looney Valley, Houston,
9/1/09

• Charles Ruud, 6/21/10 to associate,
Bethel, Northfield, 9/1/09

New Calls Within the Synod
• Jay Dahlvang from Salem, Albert Lea
to solo, Bethlehem, Mankato, 10/13/09

Calls to Specilalized Ministry
• David Beckstrom from on leave from
call to interim, Chatfield, Chatfield,
9/1/09

• Stephen Bohling from on leave from
call to interim, United in Faith Parish,
2/8/10

• Evelyn Dahlke from Minneapolis Area
Synod to interim, Faith, Wabasha,
9/8/09

• Christine Engstrom from Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin to interim, First,
Red Wing, 2/18/09

• R. David Jore from Northwest Synod
of Wisconsin to interim, First, Red
Wing, 10/26/09

• Elaine Siemsen from on leave from
call to interim, LeRoy, LeRoy, 9/2/09

• Jane Ann Timmerman from on leave
from call to interim, Little Cedar &
Marshall, Adams, 10/1/09

• Jane Ann Timmerman from on leave
from call to interim, Zion,
Stewartville, 4/20/09

• Jeffrey Wallager from interim, Bethel,
Rochester to Spiritual Care
Coordinator, Heartland Hospice,
Rochester, 4/1/09

• Rolf Wangberg from La Crosse Area
Synod to interim, Salem, Albert Lea,
11/15/09

Transferred Into the Synod
• Ronald Barth from Oregon Synod,
retired, 7/1/09

• Arndt Braaten from Northeastern Iowa
Synod, retired, 8/14/09

• Vernon Christopherson from
Minneapolis Area Synod to senior,
Zumbro, Rochester, 9/1/09

• Shelley Cunningham from Saint Paul
Area Synod to associate, Zumbro,
Rochester, 2/1/10

• Betsy Dartt from Indiana Kentucky
Synod to solo, Greenfield, Harmony,
2/21/10

• Curtis G. Johnson from Northwest
Synod of Wisconsin, retired, 4/6/09

• David Knox from Minneapolis Area
Synod to solo, Faith, Wabasha,
3/14/10

• Marvin Kormann from Southeast
Michigan Synod, retired, 8/13/09

• Charles Leonard from Southwestern
Minnesota Synod to senior, First,
Blooming Prairie, 10/1/09

• Beverly Nestingen-Lundeen from
Minneapolis Area Synod, retired,
10/1/09

• J. Dana Peterson from Saint Paul Area
Synod to interim, St. John, Kasson,
3/25/09

• Delbert Sailer from Greater
Milwaukee Synod, retired, 10/1/09
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Transferred Out of the Synod
¥ Craig Boehlke from retired to South

Carolina Synod, 11/1/09
¥ John Carrier from Lutheran Campus

Ministry Winona to Caribbean Synod,
11/1/09

¥ J. David Dybvig from retired to Saint
Paul Area Synod, 7/1/09

¥ Christine Finsand from disability to
Northwest Washington Synod, 8/11/09

¥ Eric Finsand from Chatfield, Chatfield
to Northwest Washington Synod,
8/1/09

¥ Thomas Kolden from on leave from
call to Southwestern Minnesota
Synod, 10/21/09

¥ Barbara Kopperud from on leave from
call to La CrosseArea Synod, 11/1/09

¥ Paul Meierding from on leave from
call to MinneapolisArea Synod,
3/19/09

¥ Oradell (Inky) Nordness from retired
to South Central Synod of Wisconsin,
8/11/09

¥ J. Dana Peterson from interim St.
John, Kasson to Rocky Mountain
Synod, 9/1/09

¥ Peter Soli from on leave from call to
Western Iowa Synod, 8/1/09

¥ Nancy Solomonson from on leave
from call to Northeastern Iowa Synod,
9/20/09

¥ Ralph Strand from retired to
MinneapolisArea Synod, 6/5/09

Retired
¥ Craig Boehlke from Director, Region

3 ELCA, 11/1/09
¥ Michael Dobbins from Vasa, Welch,

7/1/09
¥ Christine Engstrom from on leave

from call, 1/12/10
¥ Joel Erickson from Grace, Mankato,

9/1/09
¥ Ronald Gilthvedt from Our Savior,

Owatonna, 9/1/09

¥ Gary K. Hanson from St. Paul's &
Concordia Bear Lake Parish, Albert
Lea, 8/1/09

¥ Barbara Knutson from Faith, Wabasha,
9/1/09

¥ M. Eugene Leiter from interim, Red
Oak Grove, Austin, 2/1/10

¥ Michael Lockerby from Holden &
Dale, Kenyon, 12/1/09

¥ John Malm from Hayward &
Trondhjem, Hayward, 10/1/98

¥ John R. Miller from St. Matthew & St.
Paul, Harmony, 4/5/10

¥ Paul E. Nelson from Trinity, Blooming
Prairie & Aurora, Owatonna, 5/1/10

¥ Edward Nieman from United in Faith
Parish, Bricelyn, 1/1/10

¥ Robert Rendahl from St. John,
Montgomery, 4/1/10

On Leave from Call
¥ Stephen Bohling from Trinity, Blue

Earth, 2/1/10
¥ Evelyn Dahlke from interim, Faith,

Wabasha, 3/13/10
¥ Daniel Dimick from Interim, Gol,

Kenyon, 6/15/09
¥ Christine Engstrom from interim,

First, Red Wing, 11/2/09
¥ Nancy Koester from adjunt Luther

Seminary faculty, 6/1/10
¥ Thomas Kolden from LeRoy, LeRoy,

9/1/09
¥ Barbara Kopperud from Wanamingo,

Wanamingo, 6/1/09
¥ Shari Mason from Little Cedar &

Marshall, Adams, 10/1/09
¥ Reyna Purcell from St. John, Waseca,

3/15/10
¥ JaneAnn Timmerman from interim,

Zion, Stewartville, 8/29/09
¥ JaneAnn Timmerman from interim,

Little Cedar & Marshall, Adams,
1/1/10
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Disability
• Carroll Marohl from First, Red Wing,
11/1/09

Deceased
• Vincent Aaker, retired, 6/21/09
• Rolf Aaseng, retired, 1/7/10
• Harlan Blockhus, retired, 2/2/10
• Jennings Feroe, retired, 11/22/09
• Loren Halvorson, retired, 2/15/10
• Robert Harter, retired, 2/25/10
• Clifford Paulsen, retired, 4/26/09
• Gordon Rasmussen, retired, 3/8/09

Resigned from the Clergy Roster
of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
• Philip Bauman from retired, 1/29/10
• Daniel Clites from Rejoice,
Northfield, 1/25/10

• Raymond Peterson from retired,
2/8/10

Congregation Resigned from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
• Rejoice! Lutheran Church, Northfield
from withdrew from the ELCA to to
LCMC, 1/25/10

Report of the Bishop –
Part 2
The Pharisee named Nicodemus had a

question about the working of the Holy
Spirit. Jesus answered him: “the wind
blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John
2) Blow Spirit, blow…
Last January (2009), Lynette and I

found ourselves joining with other ELCA
bishops in a trip to Jordan, Israel, and
Palestine. We were invited by the
Lutheran Church there, a church
predominately Palestinian. We visited with
and listened to leaders on all sides,
political and religious. We accompanied
Lutherans to their churches and schools,
and into their homes. We heard of daily
struggles in a complex and challenging
setting. We returned home to share our
story, to plead for greater awareness and
understanding on behalf of our Christian
brothers and sisters. These issues continue
to make headlines even today. The ELCA
in assembly some years ago passed a
resolution entitled “Peace Not Walls.” It
speaks of justice for Palestinians and its
relationship to security for the people of
Israel. I believe the two do go hand in
hand. Blow Spirit, blow…
Lutheran Campus Ministry has

celebrated over 100 years of service on
the campuses of our public universities.
We are privileged to host two sites in our
synod at the University of Minnesota,
Mankato and Winona State University.
Each site involves a board made up of
supporters from the immediate community
and a campus pastor called by the synod.
Funding for campus ministry comes from
the ELCA, and, in Minnesota, a fund to
which synods contribute from their
benevolence. Local congregations also are
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a source of support. During this past year,
campus ministry has struggled with a
serious decline in financial capability. In
addition, both of our sites lost their
pastors to other ministries. We have been
fortunate to have two excellent interim
pastors serving during this time of
transition - Kyle Halverson in Mankato
and Scott Adams in Winona. The financial
challenges remain, and both sites are
currently in the midst of strategic planning
regarding the shape of future ministry. It
is a challenging time for them, but also an
opportunity. Blow Spirit, blow…
The August Churchwide Assembly has

been cause for discussion. The assembly
passed a controversial social statement,
“Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust,” and
resolutions allowing congregations who
wish to recognize and call as rostered
leaders people in publicly accountable,
lifelong, monogamous, same-gender
relationships. I have spent a number of
afternoons and evenings speaking in
congregations about these decisions.
These have been times of emotion and
disagreement, yet I commend those who
have attended such meetings for in the
midst of honest conversation, there has
been respect for the other. The church is
not in agreement, but I have continued to
experience the church as the church.
One of the questions often raised

concerns the identity of the voting
members from the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod. Twenty-seven from our
midst were at the assembly, nominated
during the annual assemblies in our five
conferences and elected at the Synod
Assembly. These folks attended meetings
prior to August where we discussed the
many pages of material and the issues to
be discussed. They took a week away
from family, for many a vacation week
from work. Our voters were in attendance
at every session from sun up, even into

the evenings. They were attuned to the
issues. Almost every one of them spoke to
the assembly at one time or another. We
were not in agreement on the issues, but
we sat with each other, worshiped
together, prayed together. Since the
assembly, a number of these voters have
volunteered their time speaking of their
experience in our congregations. Some
have wondered about their commitment,
about their qualifications, even about their
faith. Those questions disappoint me.
Blow Spirit, blow…
At last year’s Synod Assembly, the

Southeastern Minnesota Synod voted to
become a Reconciling in Christ synod.
This is a program committed to the
inclusion of people of all sexual
orientations and gender identities. It
involves developing an affirmation of
welcome for the synod. I invited Rev.
Chris Brekke and Ms. Julia Accola to
chair a task force to create the welcoming
statement. I asked them because they
represent differing views on the debate of
sexuality in our church. They in turn
invited others to join the task force, others
who also hold differing views. These
included Rev. Karna Hagen, Mr. Paul
Hamlin, Rev. Roy Satre, and Rev. Kristen
Schlauderaff. I want to thank all of them
for their willingness and commitment to
find agreement in the midst of diversity. I
believe their work offers hope for our
church. Together they proposed the
following statement which has been
approved by the synod council:

Introductory Statement:
Since the Southeastern Minnesota Synod
in assembly in 2009 passed Resolution
2009-08 to become a Reconciling in
Christ Synod, we submit the following as
an Affirmation of Welcome for the work
and witness of the synod in its assemblies,
its synod council meetings, the
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committees, task forces, agencies and
working groups related to the synod. (This
statement may be a model for a
congregation within the synod for the
congregation’s work and witness, but this
welcoming statement is essentially for the
synod.)

Affirmation of Welcome
Baptized into the waters of Christ and
raised to new life by the strong word of
God, fed and nourished by the body and
blood of Christ, the people of God in the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
decided in the 2009 assembly to be a
Reconciling in Christ Synod. This synod,
called by the Holy Spirit, is kept in unity
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. We
are freely forgiven in Christ and we are in
full service to one another. Whenever we
meet in worship, prayer, deliberation and
decision, as a large and diverse body of
Christians, we recognize various
ministries to ensure all people are
welcomed into a transforming relationship
with Jesus Christ. As baptized believers
created in the image of God-including, but
not limited to, people of every race,
nationality, age, political affiliation,
marital status, gender identity, economic
or social status, sexual orientation, mental
and physical abilities-our synod welcomes
all people of all backgrounds to become
Christ’s devoted disciples.

Martin Luther writes in his catechism
that “the Holy Spirit…calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian church on earth, and keeps it
united with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith.” I believe this Affirmation of
Welcome is evidence of the Spirit. I
believe the Spirit was at work in and
through each of these task force members.
Blow Spirit, blow…

This past year unfortunately we said
goodbye to staff member Miri Mattson
who had served us part-time working with
our seminarians and candidacy process.
Financial concerns have caused us to
merge positions, and also to sacrifice
dreams of a children, youth, and family
position. We continue to be blessed by
Kathy Bolin, Cheryse Brenno-Sloan,
Linda Gunderson, Larry Iverson, Katie
Livingood, Kari MacIver, Deborah Ann
Norrie, and Peter Reuss. They are hard
workers…faithful workers…and I am
most grateful to them.
Shirley Gangstad continues to serve

this synod as Vice President, but this year
we will reluctantly say goodbye to two of
our other elected officers. Mark Bradley
has served as treasurer and BettyAnn
Hernke as secretary. It will be strange
without their supportive and capable
presence. We will also miss council
members Rev. Tamara Dahlvang, Dorothy
Gesme, Vonda Humburg, Craig Nelson,
and Karen Ortloff. When this group of
people has met, it has continued to pray
God’s will for this synod. Blow Spirit,
blow…
Cynthia Moe-Lobeda, in her book

Public Church, quotes Irenaeus of Lyon,
leader of a second-century martyred
community in what is now France, who
described the Holy Spirit as the “dew of
God…diffused throughout all the earth.”
So God is here, at the break of every new
day, inviting us to adventures in faith of
which we could never have conceived. It
continues to be my privilege to share in
such adventures, and to witness the work
of the Holy Spirit in the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Shalom,
Harold Usgaard, Bishop
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Rev. Linda Gunderson
Synod Minister
Paul writes in Romans 1, “First, I

thank my God through Jesus Christ for all
of you, because your faith is proclaimed
throughout the world.”
I echo his words. I thank God for the

individuals and congregations of this
synod. Together we proclaim Jesus as
Lord. Together we feed those hungry for
food , drink and hope. Together we seek
to be faithful to God’s call to witness and
serve in Jesus name. So first, I thank God
for you. Now for some highlights of the
past year.

Director for Evangelical Mission
In 2009 an additional piece was added

to my position, that of Director for
Evangelical Mission. The purpose of this
position is to focus this synod in its work
to accompany congregations as growing
centers for evangelical mission and to
build capacity for evangelical witness and
service in the world to alleviate poverty
and to work for justice and peace. The
goal of our work together is to grow
evangelizing congregations that are deeply
involved in the life of their community as
witnesses to Jesus Christ. Rev. Pete Reuss
and Larry Iverson and I form the
leadership team. Rev. Reuss works with
new mission starts and our new ethnic
ministries. Larry Iverson, Synod Minister,
is leader for mission support and
stewardship education. My particular area
of focus is revitalization and renewal of
existing congregations.
The mission statement of the ELCA

states: “Marked with the cross of Christ
forever, we are claimed, gathered and sent
for the sake of the world.” Evangelical
witness and service brings us to the ‘sent’
part of that mission statement. That part is

a growing edge for most of our
congregations. Together we will be lifting
up God’s mission in this synod.

Candidacy
Thank you to the Committee on

Candidacy. The members of this
committee are committed and serve this
church very well. The Committee report
gives you information about their work.
Please pray for them as they discern with
candidates for rostered ministry their call
to service in this church.

First Call Theological Education
First Call Theological Education is a

program that offers support and
continuing education for rostered leaders
in their first three years of ministry. This
past year there were 20 participants. I am
privileged to work with this program and
appreciate the wisdom and commitment of
these newly rostered leaders. Three
colleague groups form part of this
program. Thank you to the facilitators of
these groups.

Theological Conference
The Theological Conference focused

on evangelical mission. Rev. Dr. Stephen
Bouman, Executive Director, and Rev.
Neil Harrison, Director for Renewed
Evangelizing Congregations from the
ELCA’s Evangelical Outreach and
Congregational Mission division were the
presenters. The event was held in
LaCrosse, Wis., November 1-3, 2009.
In 2010 the conference is being held

in Minneapolis, November 7-9. The
theme is “Cross Training”. Speakers are
Rolf Jacobson, Mary Hinkle Shore, Paul
Harrington and Martha Stortz.
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Larry Iverson
Synod Minister
“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ

himself and God our Father, who loved us
and through grace gave us eternal
comfort and good hope, comfort your
hearts and strengthen them in every good
work and word.” 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
We are richly blessed to always

receive Christ’s love, grace, comfort and
hope to strengthen us for our mission in
the world, and I am thankful for the
privilege of working with the pastors and
congregations of our synod.
Much of that work involves working

with congregations and with pastoral
candidates engaged in the call process.
After a pastor leaves, we suggest names of
interim pastors for the council to
interview and contract with to serve the
congregation during the time leading up to
the call of a new pastor. We are blessed
with many good interim pastors who
continue to serve the church in this way.
The number of congregations at some
stage in the call process runs between 20
and 30 at any particular time. It is a
wonderful time for the Holy Spirit’s
presence to be felt as the call committees
prayerfully do their work with our synod
staff assistance.
My work with mission support

continues as I work with congregations in
talking about stewardship as an important
part of their faith lives. This year Bishop
Usgaard, Rev. Linda Gunderson and I
visited with pastors and congregational
presidents about the work we do together
in Christ’s name, and Shirley Gangstad
talked further about the good work done
on the churchwide level and the need to
share the interpretation of the mission that
we do together. Our mission support is an
expression of our trust in God to do good

work with the money and resources that
we surrender beyond our immediate
congregations to truly be “God’s Work –
Our Hands” in the world. The challenges
of a weaker and more uncertain economy
are evident in the lives of our people and
our congregations, but the work in sharing
God’s mission in the world continues to
call us to faithful response.
Our response to hunger and justice

continues both though the work of the
Hunger Task Force and the work of the
Lutheran Coalition for Public Policy in
Minnesota (LCPPM) as an advisor. This
work in raising awareness and support for
ELCA Hunger is important in our
congregations. It is a joy to see our funds
feed the hungry, and more importantly, to
take action to end hunger in our country
and the world. LCPPM offers a Christian
voice across our state to our Minnesota
Legislature to address hunger,
environmental and justice concerns.
Another focus of this justice work is to
continue to work with the other faith
communities and other organizations in
striving to end poverty in Minnesota
through the work of Minnesota Without
Poverty.
I also continue to work as advisor with

the Lutheran Men in Mission of the
Southeastern Minnesota Synod. Our major
effort has been to hold an annual
Breakfast with the Bishop. We try to find
ways to encourage local congregational
men’s groups to engage men to strengthen
their relationship with Christ.
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Rev. Peter Reuss
Synod Mission Developer
What a difference a year makes! When

I began this position as Mission Director
for the Southeastern Minnesota Synod I
inherited several emerging ministries. Nile
Our Savior’s in Faribault was in the
process of becoming a Synodically
Authorized Worshipping Community
(SAWC) for the Nuer tribe of Sudanese
immigrants. The Sudanese Dinka tribe
worshipping at Zumbro Lutheran in
Rochester stepped forward, seeking a
closer partnership with the ELCA.
Conversations about possible new starts in
northwest Rochester and the Northfield
Retirement Community (NRC) in
Northfield were in early stages.
Now, one year later, we’ve

experienced the blowing of the Holy
Spirit throughout the Sudanese
communities of southeastern Minnesota.
This synod now has three SAWCs, all of
them Sudanese: Nile Our Savior’s in
Faribault, Sudanese Dinka Congregation
in Rochester, and Anyuak Faith
Community, a joint mission between
Minneapolis and Austin. We also have a
number of ‘unofficial’ worshipping
communities throughout the synod, with
the Nuer tribe worshipping at St. Olaf in
Austin and St. John in Owatonna and the
Anyuak tribe getting organized to worship
once again in Mankato. God raised up lay
leaders for these communities and opened
the doors to host congregations to allow
people to worship God in many
languages. As a synod, we work to partner

with our brothers and sisters in faith who
are already proclaiming the Good News of
Jesus! As Mission Director, I work
closely with the Minneapolis Area Synod
staff to coordinate training and resources
for these passionate African leaders.
Conversation about a new start in

northwest Rochester is off the back
burner. In the next year we will work to
discern God’s call for ministry in that
area. NRC in Northfield continues seeking
clarity for the direction of their ministry.
Peace Lutheran in Eyota (the congregation
I serve) has taken large strides in
stewardship and is actively discerning a
call to build a first building.
God remains faithful. It has been a joy

to walk alongside so many passionate
followers of Jesus. The challenges of
serving both in the parish and in the
bishop’s office are real, but I derive great
energy from seeing God at work all
around this synod.
What might God have in store for

Southeastern Minnesota in the coming
year?

Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Pete Reuss


