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Saturday, May 2
8:00 AM Registration Opens

9:00 AM Worship

10:30 AM Plenary One
Call to order, credentials report, introductions, adoption of the rules and agenda
Report of the Synod Treasurer
Report of the Synod Nominating Committee
Report of the Synod Secretary
Report of the Synod

11:15 AM Keynote Speaker: Session One
(Rev. Leila Ortiz)

12:15 PM Recess for Lunch

1:15 PM Plenary Two
Worship time, credentials report

1:35 PM Keynote Speaker: Session Two
(Rev. Leila Ortiz)

2:20 PM Plenary Two continues
Report of the Synod Vice President
Election of synod council and committees

2:40 PM Break

ELCA Churchwide Report
Report of the Committee on Reference and Counsel
LSS Servant of Christ Award
Adoption of the 2027-28 spending plan
Results of the election
Offering update
Thank outgoing council members and conference deans
Install synod council and conference deans

4:00 PM      Adjournment of the Assembly

Proposed Agenda
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Venue Information

PARKING
Note the parking ramps available in the map below.
Or visit mayoclinichealthsystemeventcenter.com/about-us/parking-and-directions
for more information on how to get there and where to park.

http://mayoclinichealthsystemeventcenter.com/about-us/parking-and-directions


EVENT KEY:
Main Entrance

Reception Hall:
Registration

Banquet Hall:
Meals

Grand Hall:
Assembly Meeting

Page 5
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Rev. Leila Ortiz
Keynote Speaker
In August of 2025, The Rev. Leila M. Ortiz 
completed a six-year term as bishop of The 
Metropolitan Washington D.C. Synod of the ELCA 
and is currently "All but dissertation" with a 
concentration in Systematic/Contemporary 
Theology and special interest in Protestant Latinx 
Liberation Theologies and the impact of Latina 
hermeneutics on Lutheran ecclesiology. As of 
October 1, 2025, she is serving as Pastoral 
Theologian in Residence at Saint Peter's Church in 
Manhattan, New York.

Rev. Ortiz has significant experience in global 
Lutheran theological dialogue, serving as a U.S. 
representative at The Lutheran World Federation 
(LWF) Global Theological Consultations in 
Wittenberg, Germany (2012) and Geneva, Switzerland (2016). During the LWF Assembly in 
Karakow, Poland (2023), she was elected to serve a five-year term on the council and 
appointed to the Ecumenical Relations Committee. In June of 2025, she was elected to serve 
on the, "Special Committee for the Augsburg Confession 500," to develop a framework that 
can serve as a compass for LWF Communion Office programs, member church participation, 
and preparation for the Assembly in 2030.

She is a published theologian, contributing to "Global Lutheranism: Vitality and Challenges," 
co-authoring a chapter in "Faith on the Avenue: Religion on a City Street" (Oxford University 
Press, 2014), and publishing in Gather Magazine, Dialog: A Journey of Theology, and 
workingpreacher.org.

When not immersed in theological discourse or pastoral care, Rev. Ortiz enjoys exploring New 
York City’s diverse neighborhoods and cuisine, hosting friends and family, and experimenting 
with recipes that blend her Puerto Rican heritage with flavors from her travels.

Special Guests
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Rev. Barbara Lund
ELCA Churchwide Representative
The Rev. Barbara Lund serves as the Senior 
Director of Operations in the Service and Justice 
unit of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
The Service and Justice unit fosters and facilitates 
the ELCA’s engagement in service, promotes efforts 
to call and act for compassionate justice and 
supports the freedom of Christians to love and 
serve their neighbor globally and locally.

In this capacity, she oversees the operations of the 
ELCA’s global and domestic ministries that are 
deeply rooted in the ELCA identity: World Hunger, 
Lutheran Disaster Response, Advocacy, Global 
Companions and mission personnel, Ministries of 
Diverse Cultures and Communities and AMMPARO.
This rich tapestry of ministries deepens and 
extends the ELCA’s faith in action with a commitment to accompaniment. 

Pastor Lund has served ELCA Churchwide Organization through the Global Mission Unit as 
the Asia Pacific Desk Director, Global Mission Events Director, and pastor at Tokyo Union 
Church in Tokyo, Japan.  Pastor Lund is a graduate of Augsburg University and received her 
Master of Divinity degree from Luther Seminary. 

Pastor Lund serves on the board of Lutheran Services in America. During the Lutheran World 
Federation Assembly in Karakow, Poland (2023), she was elected to serve a five-year term on 
the council and appointed to chair the Committee for World Service. LWF World Service is the 
humanitarian and development arm of the Lutheran World Federation. 

Special Guests
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This year’s assembly offering will support what the Holy Spirit is doing through the synod's 
campus ministries and candidacy process, supporting young adults and emerging leaders as 
they discern God’s call. Ten percent of the offering will be directed toward International Women 
Leaders of the ELCA which empowers women from global companion churches through 
education, scholarships, and training. Thank you for your partnership and generosity!

How do I give?

• Any person or congregation may give online anytime online at semnsynod.org/giving 
(select the fund 'Synod Assembly Offering')

• A gift can be brought to the assembly to offer during the worship service. An offering 
envelope will be included in your welcome packet when you arrive on Saturday.

• If you are interested in contributing in a way not listed above, please reach out to the 
synod's Director of Evangelical Mission, Rev. Emily Carson.

OfferingOffering

http://semnsynod.org/giving
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SPECIAL NEEDS
We want to make sure you have what you 
need to make the assembly experience 
meaningful. Please let us know of any 
special needs before the event by calling 
the Office of the Bishop at 507-280-9457.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
Thank you for working together to minimize 
our environmental footprint from this event. 
Please help recycle by returning all name 
badges, voting cards, unwanted paper, 
unwanted recyclable bags, and completed 
evaluation forms to the appropriate boxes 
upon leaving the assembly. Also, please 
bring your own beverage mug. Look for 
containers available for general recycling. 

DISPLAYS
Be sure to visit the displays from our synod 
tables, teams, committees, ministry 
partners, and others.
This year includes:

1. Lutheran Campus Center (LCC),   
 Winona
2. Crossroads Campus Ministry,   
 Mankato
3. Synod Global Ministry Table
4. Synod Faith Formation Network
5. Good Earth Village
6. Portico Benefit Services
7. Sumud
8. Luther Seminary
9. Continuous Growth Pathway (CGP)
10. Lutheran Social Service of    
 Minnesota
11. Global Health Ministries
12. Synod Generosity
13. Lutheran Advocacy – Minnesota
14. ELCA Young Adult Ministry

WELCOME
Welcome to the 38th annual Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod Assembly, “Baptized in 
Muddy Waters,” May 2, 2026. As an 
assembly of congregations, we gather 
together to worship, learn, and participate in 
the decision-making business of the church.

ABOUT
The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is a 
faith community of 165 congregations and 
three Synod Authorized Worshipping 
Communities as well as related institutions 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America. The Southeastern Minnesota 
Synod is one of 65 synods that make up the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Its 
geographic area includes 15 counties in the 
southeastern corner of Minnesota. The 
synod is divided into five conferences, each 
one named after rivers in the area:

1. Root River Conference
2. Zumbro River Conference
3. Blue Earth River Conference 
4. Minnesota River Conference 
5. Cannon River Conference

The office is located in Northfield, 
Minnesota, inside the building of St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church.

REGISTRATION
On-site registration begins Saturday, May 2, 
at 8 AM.

LANYARD COLOR DISTINCTION
All voting members will receive a blue 
colored lanyard. All guests (non-voters) will 
receive an orange colored lanyard.

MEALS
The registration fees include a continental 
breakfast and lunch on Saturday. Your 
name badge is your meal ticket. Please 
wear it at all times.

General Information
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or resolutions shall be limited to two 
minutes each.

• A person who has addressed the 
assembly on the pending motion or 
resolution may not speak to that 
pending motion or resolution again 
unless all others wishing to speak have 
done so.

SPENDING PLAN IMPACT
Any proposed amendment that adds money 
to the spending plan for mission and 
ministry should show a reduction of an 
equal amount in that same budget, or 
provide a proposal as to how the additional 
funds would be acquired. Any proposed 
amendments must be submitted by 12:45 
PM, Saturday, May 2, 2026.

VOTING PROCEDURES
To be eligible to vote, a voting member 
must be seated in the assembly. No proxy 
or absentee voting is permitted. A two-thirds 
vote is required for adoption of 
amendments to the constitution and by-
laws of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. 
A majority vote is required for approval of 
the synod budget, resolutions, and other 
actions as specified in Robert’s Rules of 
Order. In all elections by the Synod 
Assembly, other than for the bishop, a 
majority of the legal votes cast shall be 
necessary for election.

RESOLUTIONS
A resolution for consideration at the Synod 
Assembly must be submitted to the 
Committee on Reference and Counsel no 
later than March 15, 2026. Resolutions may 
be submitted by:

• by majority vote of a congregation of the 
synod at a regular or special meeting of 
the congregation

• by approval of a two-thirds vote of a 
congregation council

Voting Members of the Synod Assembly 
shall be designated by congregations and 
otherwise determined in accord with 
Chapter 7 of the Constitution, By-Laws, and 
Continuing Resolutions of the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod, ELCA. See S7.21-.32.
VOTING MEMBER CREDENTIALS
Voting privileges are extended only to 
voting members of the Assembly and may 
not be transferred.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
The adoption of the Synod Assembly 
agenda, with necessary changes, shall 
become the order of business for the 
assembly.

QUORUM
One-third of the registered voting members 
shall constitute a quorum. See S7.14.

DECORUM & ETIQUETTE
Respect, dignity, civility, and courtesy shall 
be guidelines for the tone and content of all 
assembly discussion. Behavior outside 
these guidelines and which continues after 
warning shall be grounds for the assembly 
chair to restrict any further privilege of the 
floor.

PRIVILEGE OF THE ASSEMBLY FLOOR
• Voting members of the assembly shall 

have prior right to the assembly floor.
• Officers of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the 
ELCA shall be entitled to the privilege of 
the floor at all times.

• Voting members addressing the 
assembly during the discussion of a 
pending motion or resolution shall 
identify themselves by name and 
congregation.

• Unless otherwise determined by a 
majority vote of the assembly, all 
speeches during discussion of motions 

Rules of the Assembly
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organizations as long as such materials are 
directly related to the work of the synod.

SYNOD CONSTITUTION
Our synod constitution is available on the 
website at semnsynod.org/constitutions.

• by majority vote of a committee of the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod

• by majority vote of a conference 
assembly

• by a group of at least ten members of 
congregations of the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod elected to serve as 
voting members of the forthcoming 
synod assembly

Minutes showing adoption of such 
proposed resolutions from a meeting of a 
congregation, Congregation Council, 
committee of the synod, or conference 
assembly must accompany the submitted 
resolution. The signatures, typed names, 
and telephone numbers must be provided 
by voting members (of the forthcoming 
synod assembly) submitting a resolution. 
(S7.34.A05). 

Late resolutions will not be accepted. 

NOMINATIONS
Nominations for synod vacancies will be 
made available before the Assembly at 
semnsynod.org/nominations. Nominations 
will not be read to the assembly as part of 
the assembly agenda. Additional 
nominations for any vacancies can be 
made until 12:45 PM, Saturday, May 2, 
2026, by completing the 2026 Nomination 
Form. Nomination forms will be available at 
the business table on the assembly floor or 
at https://semnsynod.org/nominations. 
Additional nominations will be announced. 
Ballots will be in voting member packets.

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS
Materials produced by the Office of the 
Bishop staff, teams, and committees may 
be distributed to voting members and 
visitors at the assembly as long as such 
materials are relevant to the overall work of 
the synod. Synod ministry partners may 
distribute materials produced by their 

Rules of the Assembly

http://semnsynod.org/constitutions
http://semnsynod.org/nominations
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Each year at the Synod Assembly, a report is presented by the synod’s secretary. Our Synod 
Secretary, Rev. Josh Enderson, will be presenting the report on May 2, 2026.

The report will be presented in two sections. All amendments presented were approved by the 
2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly. Section 1 focuses on proposed amendments to non-required 
amendments that require action by the 2026 SEMN Synod Assembly. Section 2 reports the 
amendments made to required provisions of the synod’s Constitution. The changes in Section 2 
have already been incorporated into our governing documents, in accordance with †S18.11.

Section 1: Amendments to Non-Required Provisions
Section 1 before the assembly will focus on several proposed amendments to the SEMN Synod 
Constitution. These changes highlight non-required amendments which align our Constitution 
with the Model Constitution for Synods. Secretary Enderson will present these changes in his 
report, which are detailed in the following pre-assembly report. These proposed changes can be 
found in the table on the following pages. If an item is struck through and highlighted in yellow, 
it will be deleted; if it is underlined and highlighted in yellow, it will be added. Proposed 
amendments to non-required provisions approved by the Churchwide Assembly can be adopted 
at a Synod Assembly by a majority vote of the members present and voting. (†S18.12.)
• S10.06. was recommended for approval by the SEMN Synod Council on November 22, 

2025.
• Amendments to S11.04., S7.26., S9.04., S10.05., S10.07., S10.08., S10.09., S13.40., and 

S13.41. were recommended for approval by the SEMN Synod Council on February 21, 2026

Report of the Secretary
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Rationale for amendments from the ELCA Churchwide:
S11.04. This provision is being made non-required, and as there is a change of wording, 

approval is required by the assembly.
S7.26. This would allow synod-authorized ministers (SAMs) or representatives of synod-

authorized worshipping communities or outreach ministries to serve as voting 
members of the Synod Assembly.

S9.04. Clarification of the election process in the event of ties.

Report of the Secretary
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S10.05. Clarification, and establishment of the possibility that elected Synod Council 
members may receive compensation for other services provided to the synod.

S10.06. For purposes of avoiding conflicts of interest, this provision allows synods to define 
where relatives of synod staff may or may not serve.

S10.07.—09. Renumbering.
S13.40. & 41. This change relates to ELCA Churchwide constitutional provision 10.01.04., 

which was amended at the 2025 Churchwide Assembly. This amendment reflects 
a change in terminology when referring to authorized worshipping communities 
and extends the synods’ authority to acknowledge authorized outreach ministries 
as well.

Section 2: Amendments to Required Provisions
Section 2 highlights required amendments which align our Constitution with the Model 
Constitution for Synods. If an item is struck through and highlighted in yellow, it was deleted; if it 
is underlined and highlighted in yellow, it was added. Amendments to required provisions 
approved by the Churchwide Assembly are introduced at once into the Constitution and Bylaws 
of the Synod and no action is required by the Synod Assembly. These amendments are 
presented to the assembly for information only. (†S18.11.) A rationale document for these 
changes can be found here: https://resources.elca.org/office-of-the-secretary/2025-churchwide-
assembly-rationale-for-amendments/

Chapter 6.
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
†S6.04.02.  It is the goal of this synod that at least 10 percent of the voting members of the 

Synod Assembly, Synod Council, committees, and organizational units of this 
synod be members of historically underrepresented groups, in addition to the 10 
percent representation of persons of color and/or persons whose primary 
language is other than English in †S6.04. The Synod Council shall establish a plan 
for implementing this goal.

Chapter 7.
SYNOD ASSEMBLY
†S7.21. The membership of the Synod Assembly, of which at least 60 percent of the voting 

membership shall be composed of laypersons, shall be constituted as follows:
. . . .
b. Lay voting members shall be elected by each congregation or its council as 

follows: A minimum of one lay member elected by from each congregation with 
fewer than 175 baptized members and a minimum of two lay members elected by 
from each congregation with 175 or more baptized members related to this synod, 
typically one of whom shall be a man and one of whom shall be a woman, shall be 
voting members. The Synod Council shall establish a formula to provide additional 
lay representation from congregations on the basis of the number of baptized 
members in the congregation. The Synod Council shall seek to ensure that, as 

Report of the Secretary
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nearly as possible, at least 45 percent of the lay members of the assembly shall 
be women and, as nearly as possible, at least 45 percent shall be men.

†S7.21.02. If a special Synod Assembly is called and voting members at the previous assembly 
are unable to serve as voting members, where permitted by state law, the congregation 
through the Congregation Council or its council may elect new members who shall 
continue to serve until the next regular Synod Assembly.

†S7.25. Except as otherwise provided in this constitution or in the Constitution, Bylaws, and 
Continuing Resolutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, each voting 
member of the Synod Assembly shall be a voting member of a congregation or a 
confirmed member of a synod-authorized worshiping community of this synod.

Chapter 8.
OFFICERS
†S8.21. The vice president shall be elected by the Synod Assembly. The vice president shall 

be a layperson. The vice president shall be a voting member of a congregation or a 
confirmed member of a synod-authorized worshiping community of this synod. The 
vice president shall not receive a salary for the performance of the duties of the office.

†S8.31. The secretary shall be elected by the Synod Assembly. The secretary shall be a voting 
member of a congregation or a confirmed member of a synod-authorized worshiping 
community of this synod. The secretary may be either a layperson or a rostered 
minister.

†S8.41. The treasurer may be elected by the Synod Assembly or may be appointed by the 
Synod Council. The treasurer shall be a voting member of a congregation or a 
confirmed member of a synod-authorized worshiping community of this synod. The 
treasurer may be either a layperson or a rostered minister.

†S8.51. The terms of office of the officers of this synod shall be as follows:
. . . .
c. The treasurer of this synod shall be [elected] [appointed] [elected or appointed] to 

a term of _____ years and may be [re-elected] [reappointed] [re-elected or 
reappointed]. The treasurer shall serve until a successor takes office.

†S8.52. The terms of the officers shall begin on the first day of [_(name of month)_][the 
(ordinal number) month] following election or, in special circumstances, at a time 
designated by the Synod Council.

†S8.53. Each officer shall be a voting member in a congregation or a confirmed member of a 
synod-authorized worshiping community of this synod, except that the bishop need 
not be a member of a congregation of this synod at the time of election.

Report of the Secretary
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Chapter 10.
SYNOD COUNCIL
†S10.01. The Synod Council, consisting of the four officers of the synod, and 10 to 24 other 

members, and at least one young adult youth and with a goal of at least one young 
adult youth, shall be elected by the Synod Assembly.
a. Each person elected to the Synod Council shall be a voting member of a congregation 

or a confirmed member of a synod-authorized worshiping community of this synod, 
with the exception of ministers on a roster of this synod who reside outside the territory 
of this synod. The process for election and the term of office when not otherwise 
provided shall be specified in the bylaws. A member of the Church Council of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, unless otherwise elected as a voting member 
of the Synod Council, may serve as an advisory member of the Synod Council with 
voice but not vote.

Chapter 11.
COMMITTEES
†S11.11. This synod shall in its bylaws or by continuing resolution establish a process to ensure 

that the members of its committees and other organizational units will be persons 
possessing the necessary knowledge and competence to be effective members of such 
units, and to meet the requirements of †S6.04. With the exception of ministers on the 
rosters of this synod who reside outside the territory of this synod, each member of a 
committee of this synod, or any other organizational unit created by this synod, shall be 
a voting member of a congregation or a confirmed member of a synod-authorized 
worshiping community of this synod.

Chapter 13.
CONGREGATIONS
†S13.01. Each congregation, except those certified as congregations of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America by the uniting churches, prior to being listed in the roster 
of congregations of this synod, shall adopt the Model Constitution for Congregations
or one acceptable to this synod that is not in contradiction to the constitution and 
bylaws of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
. . . .
c. Recognition and reception. Recognition and reception of additional 

congregations into this church of transferring or independent congregations by the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is based upon the judgment of the synod 
that the congregations satisfy the criteria of 9.21. and 9.25. is based on the 
judgment of the synod and action by the synod through the Synod Council and 
Synod Assembly. The synod bishop shall provide for prompt reporting of such 
additions to the secretary of this church for addition to the roster of congregations.
1)  Recognition and reception of congregations newly formed by this church is 

accomplished by action of the Synod Council.

Report of the Secretary
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2) Recognition and reception of transferring or independent congregations is 
accomplished by the action of the Synod Assembly upon the recommendation 
of the Synod Council. 
a.  If a congregation is a member of another church body, the leadership of the 

congregation first should consult with the appropriate authorities of that 
church body before taking action to leave its current church body. After such 
consultation, leaders of the congregation should contact the synod bishop 
or synod staff in this church where the congregation is located.

b. The synod bishop or synod staff where the transferring or independent 
congregation is located shall confer with the congregation to assure its 
understanding and acceptance of commitment to and affiliation with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Chapter 14.
ROSTERED MINISTERS
†S14.12. Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

a. Every minister of Word and Sacrament shall:
. . . .
8) speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, 

proclaiming God’s love for the world, advocating dignity, justice, and equity for 
all people, working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, caring for 
the marginalized, and embracing and welcoming racially and ethnically diverse 
populations.

†S14.18. The provisions for termination of the mutual relationship between a minister of Word and 
Sacrament and a congregation shall be as follows:
. . . .
d. In the case of alleged local difficulties that imperil the effective functioning of the 

congregation under paragraph a.3) above, the bishop’s committee shall endeavor 
to hear from all concerned persons, after which the bishop together with the 
committee shall present their recommendations first to the pastor and then to the 
congregation. In the bishop’s sole discretion, the bishop’s committee may also 
present, as may be appropriate, either a report or report summary to the pastor 
and to the congregation together with the recommendations. The 
recommendations of the bishop’s committee must address whether the pastor’s 
call should come to an end and, if so, may suggest appropriate severance 
arrangements. The committee may also propose other actions that should be 
undertaken by the congregation and by the pastor, if appropriate. If the pastor and 
congregation agree to carry out such recommendations, no further action need be 
taken by the synod.

†S14.32. Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
every minister of Word and Service shall:

Report of the Secretary



Page 18Southeastern Minnesota Synod ELCA Pre-Assembly Report 2026

. . . .
c. Speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, proclaiming 

God’s love for the world, advocating dignity, justice, and equity for all people, 
working for peace and reconciliation among the nations, caring for the 
marginalized, and embracing and welcoming racially and ethnically diverse 
populations;

Chapter 17.
CONSULTATION AND ADJUDICATION
†S17.02. The synod bishop and the Executive Committee of the Synod Council shall receive 

expressions of concern from rostered ministers of this church, congregations, and 
organizations within this synod; provide a forum in which the parties concerned can seek 
to work out matters causing distress or conflict; and make appropriate recommendations 
for their resolution. When a concern relates directly to the synod bishop, the synod vice 
president will lead the Executive Committee’s efforts at resolving the matter. When the 
matter at issue cannot be resolved in this manner, applicable procedures for 
investigation, decision, appeal, and adjudication shall be followed. Allegations or charges 
that could lead to the discipline of a rostered minister of this church shall not be 
addressed by the Executive Committee but shall be resolved through the disciplinary 
process set forth in the Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Chapter 18.
AMENDMENTS, BYLAWS, AND CONTINUING RESOLUTIONS
†S18.12. Whenever the secretary of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America officially informs 

this synod that the Churchwide Assembly has amended any non-required provision of the 
Constitution for Synods, this constitution may be amended to reflect any such 
amendment by a majority vote at any subsequent meeting of the Synod Assembly 
without presentation at a prior Synod Assembly. An amendment that is identical to a 
provision of the Constitution for Synods shall be deemed to have been ratified upon its 
adoption by this synod. The Church Council, through the secretary of this church, shall 
be given prompt notification of its adoption.

†S18.13. Other amendments to this constitution may be adopted by this synod through either 
of the following procedures:
a. Introduced with the support of at least _____ voting members and having been 

approved by a two-thirds vote of the voting members present and voting at a 
regular meeting of the Synod Assembly, an amendment may be adopted ratified 
unchanged by a two-thirds vote at the next regular meeting of the Synod 
Assembly.

(S10.09.01. was reclassified from non-required to required in 2025)

Report of the Secretary
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Chapter 10.
SYNOD COUNCIL
†S10.0809.01. To the extent permitted by state law, meetings of the Synod Council and its 

committees may be held through electronic means such as the Internet or by 
telephone, as long as there is an opportunity for simultaneous aural 
communication or its equivalent. electronically or by telephone conference, and To 
the extent permitted by state law, Nnotice of all meetings may be provided 
electronically.

Report of the Secretary
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The Southeastern Minnesota Synod remains committed to fiscal responsibility and 
transparency, carefully stewarding the generous financial gifts received from congregations 
and individuals. Since the 2025 assembly, the 1/31/2025 audit has been completed. The Audit 
Committee and Synod Council have received the report as an accurate representation of the 
financial position of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. The report is located online at 
semnsynod.org/audit.
As of the writing of this document for the Pre-Assembly Report, the 1/31/2026 audit is 
underway. We anticipate that it will be complete and the final report available by the opening of 
the 2026 Synod Assembly. It will be posted to the web page listed above once it has been 
received.

Sincerely,

Tammy Dahlvang
Treasurer of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Report of the SecretaryAudit Report

https://semnsynod.org/pages/audit-reports
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The Synod Vice President serves as the chair of the Synod Council. The Synod Council serves as the 
synod’s board of directors and as its interim legislative authority between meetings of the Synod Assembly.   
The Constitution outlines the full functions of the Synod Council, which range from preparing a preliminary 
budget for Synod Assembly approval to issuing letters of call to appointing representatives to boards and 
committees when not elected by the Synod Assembly. 

The 2025-26 Synod Council year launched with an orientation meeting in July for new members. This is an 
opportunity for members to learn about roles as well as meeting procedures.  

In September, the Synod Council gathered at Bethleham Lutheran in Mankato. We began with an activity 
called “Concentric Circles,” where we learned more about one another. The morning was spent reflecting 
on the role of the Synod Council as well as the roles of each of the staff members who work in the Synod 
Office. Rev. Emily Carson led us in a “Finance 101” to review the financial duties of the council and how to 
review the monthly finance reports. The Synod Council elected Rev. Shawn Brooks and Dr. Joyce 
Thompsen to serve on the Executive Committee. Additional business items included approval of the 
minimum compensation guidelines, confirmation of Portico benefits for synod staff, as well as updates from 
the Nominating Committee.  

In November, the Synod Council gathered at the United Redeemer Lutheran in Zumbrota. Our generative 
work time was spent learning about Reference and Counsel and how their work connects to the Synod 
Council i.e, per the constitution, the Synod Council is to “Carry out the resolutions of the Synod Assembly." 
Additional business items included a review of constitutional amendments from the Churchwide Assembly. 

In February, the Council met via Zoom with topics ranging from the status of nominations for synod 
positions and the process for nominating persons to serve as Synod Secretary. We also appointed 
members for the task force to develop a preliminary spending plan for 2027. 

Our March Synod Council meeting was held via Zoom. Our focus was on discussing and approving the 
preliminary budget to send to the Assembly and nominating one candidate for Synod Secretary.        

During all of our Synod Council meetings, we spend time reviewing/approving the financial reports of the 
synod, constitutional changes, and personnel changes of rostered ministers of the synod, such as calls to 
service and request for on leave from call.

I am grateful to the lay and rostered ministers of our synod who offered their time and talents as members 
of the council. The role does require time away from family and other commitments to review materials and 
attend meetings. In the busy schedules we all have, I am thankful they chose to take the time to be 
leadership for our church.

We are all church together. We all have strengths and gifts we can use to support our members, 
congregations and rostered ministers. Take a moment to consider how your gifts could benefit others.

Lisa Dierks
Vice President of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Report of the Vice President
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Report of the Bishop
It has been a tremendous year.

When we gathered in 2025, I was elected to serve a second six-year term that officially began 
September 1.

In the earliest days of this second term, I had a sense that I wanted to place a particular emphasis on 
the sacrament of baptism.

Thus, we gather this year, in 2026, under the theme Baptized in Muddy Waters. It is the same theme 
that the Rostered Ministers (pastors, deacons, chaplains) of this synod gathered under at our annual 
Fall Theological Retreat in October.

This emphasis comes from my belief that our understanding of who we are (collectively and 
individually) and how we are called to live is rooted in the promises of baptism and the revelations 
therein.

Poet, pastor and artist, Jan Richardson writes in a blessing intended for the beginning of the season of 
Lent “beloved is where we begin.”¹ In her poem, she describes the significance of the proclamation of 
Christ’s belovedness at his own baptism before he “enter[s] the wilderness.”

Earlier this fall, as I was preparing to preach on the baptism of Jesus as recorded in the gospel of 
Matthew, I was struck by how quickly, immediately, the narrative moves from the voice of heaven 
declaring Jesus’ belovedness to the Spirit’s leading Jesus into the wilderness.

The break in chapters 3 and 4 at the end of the baptism and the beginning of the wilderness 
temptations does us no favors, nor does the way these stories often show up in the lectionary. The 
structure with which we encounter the baptism of Jesus too easily separates it from the Spirit fueled 
propulsion of Jesus into the wilderness. When in fact these things happen in quick succession.

Baptism is not only about the warmth of knowing we are loved. It is also about giving us the grounding 
we need to live in a world whose foundations often quake, a world in which we will be tempted to act 
not out of our truest, beloved identity, but, in reaction to the voices of deceit, the façade of power, and 
the allure of greed that so often surrounds us.

We begin with baptism because the promises of baptism are the promises we stand on as we live in the 
wilderness.

In the bleakest moments of the past year, the consistent spots of starlight (at least for me) have been 
the ways the people of this synod have shown up. The Southeastern Minnesota Synod is full of folks 
that have led with courage, compassion, integrity and commitment. You, the people of this synod, have 
been advocates for justice, compassionate neighbors in your communities, providers of food and 
transportation and social services for those forced to the margins.

Together, we have supported our global companions in their own work for justice and peace. A group of 
13 of us travelled to our partners in the Central Diocese of Tanzania to, in part, lift up the gifts of women 
in the ministry of the church.

Leaders throughout this synod have participated in and facilitated prayer vigils, community singing, and 
advocacy for the most vulnerable.

We have continued to work together, as congregational leaders and synod staff on 41 call processes 
throughout the synod.

We are accompanying 15 candidates in their discernment for rostered ministry.
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Report of the Bishop
We have walked alongside our newest ministry, the Nuer Community Lutheran Church, as it has formed 
its own leadership team and continues to build a ministry for the community.

We’ve joined with our ministry partners as we continue to live into our baptismal calling to love and care 
for our neighbors.

We have benefited from the service of our Churchwide Assembly voting members who worked to elect 
a new Presiding Bishop, adopt a timely social statement on Faith and Civic Life, and strengthen 
connections among the church.

Our Synod Council has recognized the need for a comprehensive and strategic plan regarding our 
ministry priorities and our financial capacities. The Synod Council will begin this work in earnest in the 
fall. It will include discerning ways to incorporate the voices and perspectives of many. I am incredibly 
grateful for their partnership and leadership as we look to the future together.

As a synod we are joined together through conference meetings, text studies and events like Councils 
as Leaders and Synod Assembly. These gatherings work to weave us together for the sake of each of 
us and all of us and the ministries to which we are called. If you don’t feel connected to the synod or 
larger church – reach out. Every member of the body of Christ is vital! This includes you!

It has been a tremendous year. Tremendous in its challenges and its opportunities. I count it a blessing 
and gift to serve this synod in this season and it is my joy to do so.

For all the ways you continue to show up, to lead, to listen, to pray, to practice hospitality and to love 
your neighbors...I offer thanks to God for you and for all the ways God has been and will be at work in 
us, among us and through us. Soli Deo Gloria!

In Christ, 

Rev. Regina Hassanally
Bishop
Southeastern Minnesota Synod, ELCA

https://semnsynod.org/this-synod/pages/other-organizations
https://www.elca.org/news/yehiel-curry-elected-presiding-bishop-of-the-elca
https://www.elca.org/publications/2025-civic-life-theological-discernment-social-statements
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SYNODICALLY AUTHORIZED LAY 
MINISTRY (SAM) – Renewed Yearly

Mr. Michael Ahrens, to SAM at Grace 
Lutheran Church, Nerstrand-09/15/2025
Mr. Randall Mickelson to SAM at St. 
Michael’s Lutheran Church, Waltham-
01/01/2026.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FOR 
EMERGING MINISTRIES (TEEM)

no changes

CONTRACTED ROSTERED 
LEADERS FOR PASTORAL 

MINISTRY TO CONGREGATIONS
Rev. Kristen Schlauderaff-Retired, 
Contracted Pastor at St. John, Kasson-
RENEWAL-01/01/2025.
Rev. Deborah Lyanga, ELCT-Central 
Diocese, Contracted Pastor at St. John, 
Kasson-RENEWAL-01/01/2025.
Rev. David Wall, Retired/Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod, Contracted Pastoral 
Ministry at St. John’s, Montgomery-
04/24/2025. 
Rev. Lane Zaffke-Retired, Contracted Part-
time Visitation/Pastor at Trinity, Spring 
Grove-07/09/2025.
Rev. Susan Li, Full Communion Partner, 
Contracted Pastoral Ministry at Trinity, 
Owatonna-07/15/2025.
Rev. Patricia Reedstrom, Retired, 
Contracted Pastoral Ministry at Trinity, New 
Richland-08/01/2025.
Rev. James Scaife, Full Communion 
Partner, Contracted Pastoral Ministry at 
Saint Paul, Pine Island-08/18/2025.

ORDINATIONS
Ms. Brittany Mailleue, Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul, MN, to Associate Pastor at Christ 
the King, Mankato-05/19/2025.
Ms. Alison Bondy, Luther Seminiary, St. 
Paul, MN, to Associate Pastor at First 
English, Cannon Falls-10/23/2025.
Ms. Jessica Camp, Luther Seminary, St. 
Paul, MN, to Deacon at Grace, Albert Lea-
01/10/2026.

NEW OR RENEWED CALLS 
WITHIN THE SYNOD

Rev. Jeremy Johnson, Solo/2 point Pastor 
at Little Cedar & Marshall, Adams, to Senior 
Pastor at Christ, Byron-07/01/2025.
Rev. Gregory Schaefer, Bridge Interim at 
Faith, Winona, to Pastor at Faith, Winona-
07/01/2025.
Rev. Jolene Knudson-Hanse, On Leave 
from Call to Bridge Interim at Little Cedar & 
Marshall, Adams-07/15/2025.
Rev. Jessica Bakken-Busch, Bridge 
Pastor at United Redeemer, Zumbrota, to 
Senior Pastor at United Redeemer, 
Zumbrota-11/16/2025.
Rev. Kary Jonas, RENEWAL, Bridge 
Pastor at First, Lake City-01/01/2026.
Rev. Paul Graham, Dennison & Vang, 
Dennison, to Interim at St. Olaf College 
Congregation-01/14/2026.

LETTER OF INVITATION TO 
EXTENDED SERVICE

Rev. Deborah Lyanga-ELCT-Central Diocese, 
Contracted at St. John’s, Kasson, to Pastor at 
Good Shepherd, Wells-09/28/2025.

Roster & Call Process Report
April 15, 2025 through March 31, 2026
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Rev. Matthew White, Grace, Austin-Holds 
the Letter of Call-Contracted with Oakland, 
Oakland-, RENEWAL, 01/01/2026.
Rev. Nissa Peterson, Chatfield, Chatfield-
Holds the Letter of Call-Contracted with 
Good Earth Village, Spring Valley-
02/17/2026.

CONTRACTED LAY LEADERS
FOR LAY MINISTRY TO 

CONGREGATIONS
no changes

ON LEAVE FROM CALL
Rev. Henry Burt-08/11/2025.
Rev. Elizabeth Shank-09/07/2025.
Rev. Jolene Knusdon-Hanse-09/30/2025.
Rev. Peg Marose-12/03/2025.
Rev. Andrew Yackel-12/15/2025.
Rev. Katherine Fick-01/01/2026.

TRANSFERRED INTO THE SYNOD
Rev. David Christenson, Retired, 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod to Retired-
Southeastern Minnesota Synod-
05/06/2025.
Rev. Ryan Stevenson-Cosgrove, 
Southeastern Iowa Synod to Senior Pastor 
at First, Albert Lea-05/25/2025.
Rev. Lisa Meshke, Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod to Bridge Interim at First 
English, Faribault-06/16/2025.
Rev. Peter Coen-Tuff, Eastern North 
Dakota to Interim Pastor at Dennison & 
Vang, Dennison-07/08/2025.

Rev. Lane Zaffke, Retired-Contracted QT 
Visitation & QT Associate Pastor at Trinity, 
Spring Grove, Contracted Quarter-time 
Visitation Pastor at Trinity, Spring Grove-
09/28/2025.
Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Kaghondi, ELCT-CD, 
Contracted Pastoral Ministry at Little Cedar 
& Marshall, Adams-10/21/2025.
Rev. Krista Strum, Letter of Call at 
Hosanna, Rochester, Contracted Pastoral 
Ministry at Peace, Eyota-11/01/2025.
Rev. Mark Van House, Retired, Contract 
Pastoral Ministry to Moscow, Austin-
01/01/2026.
Rev. Jon Mapa, Retired, Contracted 
Pastoral Ministry at Faith, Delavan & 
Jackson Lake, Amboy-01/01/2026.
Rev. Byron Meline, Retired, Contracted 
Pastoral Ministry at Mount Olive, 
Rochester-01/04/2026.
Rev. Kerry Eversole, Retired, Contract 
Pastoral Ministry at Our Savior’s, Spring 
Valley-01/20/2026.
Rev. Gena Parker, Chaplain at Mayo-
(Synod Council Call)-Contracted Pastoral 
Ministry Part Time at Pontoppidan, 
Ellendale-02/01/2026.

CONTRACTED CONGREGATIONS 
FOR PASTORAL MINISTRY TO 

CONGREGATIONS
Rev. Eileen Woyen, Trinity, Albert Lea-
Holds the Letter of Call-Contracted with 
First, Glenville-RENEWAL-09/01/2025.
Rev. Mark Boorsma, Ascension, Albert 
Lea-Holds the Letter of Call- Contracted 
with Salem, Albert Lea- RENEWAL-
01/01/2026.

Roster & Call Process Report
April 15, 2025 through March 31, 2026
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Rev. Susan Miller, Retired, to Saint Paul 
Area Synod-09/23/2025.
Rev. Hannah Bergstrom de Leon-Pastor 
at Minneola, Zumbrota, to Pacific Synod-
01/26/2026.
Rev. Steven Berkeland, Retired, to 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod-
02/24/2026.

DISABILITY
no changes

RETIREMENTS:
Rev. Patricia Reedstrom-06/01/2025.
Rev. Marie Anderson-07/01/2025.
Rev. Dean Lundgren-07/01/2025.
Rev. Steven Berkeland-09/01/2025.
Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson-01/01/2026.

DECEASED
Rev. Henry Mathre-12/14/2024- (No 
Notification Received).
Rev. Eugene Hasselquist-02/07/2026.
Rev. Robert C. Berthold-02/27/2026.
Rev. Myrwood Bagne-03/18/2026.
Rev. Barbara Finley-Shea-03/21/2026.
Rev. Gordon Trelstad-03/30/206.

PARTNERING EXPERIMENT
Lanesboro, Union Prairie -Contracting 
Pastoral Ministry from Rev. Kurt Bockoven, 
Called at Greenfield Lutheran Church.

Rev. Mark Abelsen, Minneapolis Area 
Synod to Senior Pastor at Trinity, Spring 
Grove-07/20/2025.
Rev. Heidi Wallace, Nebraska Synod to 
Pastor at Bethlehem, Lanesboro- and 
Contracted at Fountain, Fountain-
09/09/2025.
Rev. Scott Westphal, Saint Paul Area 
Synod to Chaplain at Minnesota 
Correctional Facility-Faribault-09/24/2025.
Rev. Gerald D. Sutherland, Southwestern 
Minnesota Synod to Pastor at Grace, 
Nerstrand-11/04/2025.
Rev. Michael Peuse, East-Central 
Wisconsin Synod to Our Savior's, Austin-
11/30/2025.
Rev. Andrew Thompson, Southwest 
Synod of Wisconsin to St. Ansgar’s, 
Cannon Falls-01/15/2026.
Rev. Anita Nuetzman, Retired, 
Northeastern Iowa Synod to Retired, 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod-
01/16/2026.

TRANSFERRED OUT OF THE 
SYNOD

Rev. Peter Reuss, On Leave to 
Southwestern Minnesota Synod-
02/01/2025. (Rec’d form on 05/20/2025.)
Rev. Mary Kaye Ashley, On Leave to 
Northeastern Minnesota Synod-05/01/2025.
Rev. Gary Rusinko, Retired, to Florida- 
Bahamas Synod-05/30/2025.
Rev. Jason Pollington, On Leave, to Saint 
Paul Area Synod-06/23/2025.
Rev. Jacque Ziemer, Chaplain with Mayo 
Clinic Health to Western Iowa Synod-
09/08/2026.

Roster & Call Process Report
April 15, 2025 through March 31, 2026
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Advisory for Call Process:
Rev. Barbara Streed,

Assistant to the Bishop-Call Process

Support Staff for Call Process:
Cheryse L. Brenno,

Call Process & Roster Administrator

ROSTERED LEADERS REINSTATED 
TO THE ELCA ROSTER

no changes

ROSTERED LEADERS REMOVED 
FROM THE ELCA ROSTER

no changes

ROSTERED LEADERS RESIGNED 
FROM THE ELCA ROSTER

no changes

CONGREGATIONS WHICH 
CLOSED

none

CONGREGATIONS REMOVED 
FROM THE ELCA/SYNOD

none

Roster & Call Process Report
April 15, 2025 through March 31, 2026
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Mission Support Report
The people and congregations of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod are generous stewards. 
You share your time, abilities, resources, buildings, and finances in a multitude of ways. You 
take good care of that which God has entrusted to you! 
The intention of the “Mission Support Report” is to specifically highlight the mission support 
generosity of the synod’s congregations. We give thanks for the dollars shared in 2025 by the 
congregations of the Southeastern Minnesota Synod. This report is a summary of that giving, 
and it also highlights what each congregation’s mission support giving represents as a 
percentage of the total dollars they received in 2025. 
We pray that this document serves as a two-part invitation: 1) let us join together in collective 
thanksgiving to God for all the mission support generosity extended forth in 2025, and 2) let us 
prayerfully consider what ongoing mission support generosity might look like in the year ahead 
within each of our ministry contexts. 
Faithful stewardship is happening in our midst, and it makes a lot of ministry possible. Thank 
you for walking together as we proclaim the good news through every expression of our 
denomination - congregations & specialized ministries, synods, and churchwide.

*The third column represents the congregation’s 2025 mission support giving as a 
percentage of total dollars received by the congregation.

   NO REPORT 

   NO REPORT 

   NO REPORT 

   NO REPORT 
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If your congregation would like to suggest an edit to the data included in this 
report, please email updates to treasurer@semnsynod.org. 

**The phrase NO REPORT in the third column indicates that the 
ELCA Annual Congregation Report was not submitted to 

churchwide by the March 15 deadline.

*This report was created with information from the ELCA Annual 
Congregation Reports (formerly known as Form A).

   NO REPORT 

   NO REPORT 

   NO REPORT 
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Proposed Spending Plan
for Mission + Ministry 2027-28

$114,500.00

$1,699,500.00
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Proposed Spending Plan
for Mission + Ministry 2027-28
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Proposed Spending Plan
for Mission + Ministry 2027-28

$9,100.00

Note:
Previous year spending plans are available on the website at: 

semnsynod.org/pages/spending-plans.

http://semnsynod.org/pages/spending-plans
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Synod Council At-Large Young Adult Member
Vote for no more than 1 for a 2-year term.
__ Halle Fessel – 1st term (2026-27)

Augsburg University Corporation Board
Vote for no more than 3 for a 2-year term.
__ ________________________________
__ ________________________________
__ ________________________________

Synod Secretary
Vote for no more than 1 for a 4-year term.
__ Rev. Joshua Enderson – 3rd term (2026-30)

Synod Council At-Large (Lay)
Vote for no more than 4 for a 2-year term.
__ Dr. Joyce A. Thompsen – 2nd term (2026-28)
__ Jennifer Levisen – 2nd term (2026-28)
__ ________________________________
__ ________________________________

Synod Council At-Large (Rostered)
Vote for no more than 5 for a 2-year term.
__ Rev. Samuel Mailleue – 2nd term (2026-28)
__ ________________________________

Synod Council At-Large Youth Member
(Confirmed – age 17 when elected)
Vote for no more than 2 for a 1-year term.
__ Sophia Culhane – 1st term (2026-27)
__ ________________________________

Sample Synod Ballot
Ballot for 2026 Synod Elections
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About Synod Council

2025-2026 Synod Council Members

Lisa Dierks, Synod Vice President
Rev. Joshua Enderson, Secretary
Tamara Dahlvang, Synod Treasurer
David Holger
Matthew Huggenvik
Barbara Lake
Bradley Leathers
Jennifer Levisen
Roy Srp
Ed Taylor
Dr. Joyce Thompsen
Sam Pollock
Rev. Jessica Bakken Bush 
Rev. Shawn Brooks
Rev. Anna Ferro
Rev. Cheryl Indehar
Rev. Sam Mailleue

The Constitution, Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions of the Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod states the following:

†S6.04.  Except as otherwise provided in this constitution and bylaws, the Synod 
Council shall establish processes that will ensure that at least 60 percent 
of the members of the synod assemblies, councils, committees, boards, 
and other organizational units shall be laypersons; and that, as nearly as 
possible, at least 45 percent of the lay members of assemblies, councils, 
committees, boards, or other organizational units shall be women and, as 
nearly as possible, at least 45 percent shall be men; and that, where 
possible, the representation of rostered ministers shall include both men 
and women. This synod shall establish processes that will enable it to 
reach a minimum goal that 10 percent of its assemblies, councils, 
committees, boards, or other organizational units be persons of color 
and/or persons whose primary language is other than English.

†S6.04.01  It is the goal of this synod that at least 10 percent of the voting members 
of the Synod Assembly, Synod Council, committees, and organizational 
units of this synod be youth and young adults. The Synod Council shall 
establish a plan for implementing this goal. For purposes of the 
constitution, bylaws, and continuing resolutions of this synod, the term 
“youth” means a voting member of a congregation who has not reached 
the age of 18 at the time of election or appointment for service. The term 
“young adult” means a voting member of a congregation between the 
ages of 18 and 30 at the time of election or appointment for service.

https://semnsynod.org/resources-for-congregations-and-leaders/constitutions
https://semnsynod.org/resources-for-congregations-and-leaders/constitutions
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2. I have served on the SEMN synod 
council for the past two years and have 
enjoyed getting to work with so many 
diverse people from across our synod. 
I've been ordained for over 6 years and 
have served at First Lutheran, Le Sueur 
for over 3 of those years. I have a 
passion for faith formation and seeing all 
ages explore the ways in which God is 
calling us all to love our neighbors, love 
and serve God, as well as love 
ourselves by taking care to nurture the 
faith we have been given.

Synod Council - Lay
Vote for up to 4.

Jennifer Levisen
(First Lutheran in Albert Lea)
1. Currently finishing my first term as a 

member of the Synod council. Also, in 
the first year of my second term on the 
council at my church, First Lutheran 
Church in Albert Lea. I've had the 
privilege of serving as Council President 
at FLC for 2.5 years.

2. I feel called to serve by fostering 
connection, clarity, and shared purpose 
within the church and across the 
broader community. I’m drawn to spaces 
where people show up as they are to 
listen, reflect, and find their way forward 
together. As a council president, writer, 
and facilitator, I’m committed to listening 
well, asking thoughtful questions, and 
making room for honest, imperfect 
conversation. I care deeply about the 
church’s role in people’s lives and feel 
called to help it keep showing up with 
openness, humility, and a steady 
commitment to serving others.

Dr. Joyce Thompsen
(Grace Lutheran in Waseca)
1. SE MN Synod Council 2024-2026; 

Chair, Committee to Elect the Bishop, 
2025; Luther Seminary Board of 

Those nominated were invited to submit 
responses to these two questions:
1. List three current or past congregational, 

synod, or churchwide service activities.
2. Describe your sense of God calling you 

into mission and service in Southeastern 
Minnesota Synod, ELCA. What are the 
gifts, skills, experiences, and areas of 
expertise that you could bring to the 
work?

2026 ELECTION BALLOT
Each year at the Southeastern Minnesota
Synod Assembly, voting members vote for
individuals to serve in different leadership
capacities on council, tables, and teams. 

Synod Secretary
Vote for up to 1.

Rev. Joshua Enderson
(Hayward Lutheran in Hayward)

1. SEMN Synod Secretary (2 Terms); Fall 
Theological Planning Committee; Blue 
Earth River Conference Secretary.

2. It has been an honor to serve as the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod 
Secretary over these last 8 years. If 
reelected, I will continue using my 
organizational and communication skills 
to carry out the duties of Synod 
Secretary, through such things as the 
curating of minutes and updating of the 
synod's governing documents, as well 
as participating in our shared work as a 
voice on synod council and the 
executive committee.

Synod Council - Rostered
Vote for up to 5.

Rev. Samuel Mailleue
(First Lutheran in Le Seuer)
1. Pastor of First Lutheran, Le Sueur; Co-

Dean of Minnesota River Conference; 
SEMN Synod Council 2023-2025.

Nominations
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communication. I am an active listener  
allowing me to support and understand 
others. I have experience in leadership 
roles and problem solving. I am excited 
to use these skills and grow with the 
community.

Directors Chair and Foundation Board of 
Trustees Chair; Synod Vice President, 
SW CA Synod; President, Grace 
Lutheran Church, Waseca, MN

2. My roles as current Synod Council 
executive committee member, chair of 
Committee to Elect the Bishop, former 
synod vice president, Luther Seminary 
Board of Directors Chair and Foundation 
Board of Trustees Chair, LSS Board 
member, ELCA LIFT Advisory Board, 
and congregation president prepare me 
as an experienced servant leader. As a 
corporate vice president, executive 
consultant, author and educator, my 
professional roles have focused on 
helping organizations clarify and 
execute strategy to achieve desired 
results, with emphasis on building 
effective leadership. 

Synod Council - Youth
Vote for up to 2.

Sophia Culhane
(North Waseca Lutheran in Waseca)
1. Helped with the computer program 

during the Christmas Program, Attended 
Bible School/Sunday School, Help with 
Sunday School.

2. I believe God calls us to these new 
opportunities at the right time.  My faith 
means a lot to me.  I believe faith is 
believing without seeing.

Synod Council - Young Adult
Vote for up to 1.

Halle Fessel
(North Waseca Lutheran in Waseca)
1. Helping clean on a church trip; Helping 

set up dinners at church; Playing my 
guitar for the congregation. 

2. I feel called to serve within the ELCA by 
sharing the love of God. I value 
transparency and genuine 

Nominations
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retreats and workshops, or helping 
congregations reflect on stewardship, 
leadership, and community engagement. At 
its heart, my call is about helping 
communities notice where God is already at 
work and discerning how they are being 
invited to participate.
A unique part of the DEM role is 
collaboration across the many expressions 
of the church (congregations, synods, the 
churchwide organization, and ministry 
partners in the community). I often find 
myself building bridges: connecting leaders 
to resources, helping congregations learn 
from one another, and creating spaces 
where people can reflect together on what 
faithful leadership looks like in this moment.
In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
What brings me the most joy in my work is 
collaboration. I especially love spending 

Rev. Emily Carson
Director for Evangelical Mission and 

Assistant to the Bishop for Generosity, 
Stewardship, and Financial 

Administration
What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
I serve as Assistant to the Bishop and 
Director for Evangelical Mission in the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod. Directors 
for Evangelical Mission (DEMs) serve at the 
intersection of the wider church and local 
congregations, helping strengthen 
congregational vitality and cultivate new 
expressions of ministry. I also serve as the 
synod's Financial Administrator.
Much of my work focuses on equipping and 
accompanying congregations and their 
leaders as they live fully into God’s mission. 
That might look like supporting new ministry 
development, coaching leaders, facilitating 

Office of the Bishop Reflections

Photo by David Hendee of St. Peter's Lutheran (Northfield).
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Rev. Matt Larson
Assistant to the Bishop for Candidacy, 

Leadership, and Congregation Care
What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
I work with Candidacy, Leadership, and 
Congregation Care. The way the first two 
impact congregational ministry are pretty 
direct: raising up and forming faithful, 
healthy, mature leaders from both rosters 
for service in SEMN and throughout the 
church. That formation doesn't have an end 
state; leaders (rostered or not) are 
constantly in formation - or ought to be! It's 
a joy and a privilege to get to work on this 
among God's people.
In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
It's always relationships. That's always the 
heart of things. From my earliest church 
memories as a kid, to my own time in 
seminary and candidacy, through every call 
I've ever had, the relationships are where I 
find joy. That's absolutely the case in my 
current call to Synod Staff. God's love in 
Jesus, and the relationships we have to 
each other are what get us through and 
bring me joy.
What does your baptism mean to you?
All through my life, my truest identity as a 
beloved child of God has been there. I've 
always had my baptism as a concrete event 
to point to as the anchor of that truest 
identity. I've wondered about that. I've 
wandered from that. I've sought and been 
sold other false identities. God is faithful, 
and God's promises can be trusted, and 
I've always been brought back to my truest 
identity as a baptized and beloved child of 
God.

Email: mlarson@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 103

time with lay leaders and rostered 
ministers, and in particular with church 
councils. There is something deeply hopeful 
about gathering with people who care so 
deeply about their congregation and their 
community and helping them notice the 
gifts and possibilities already present 
among them.
Some of my favorite moments happen 
during retreats or workshops when a group 
of leaders has the chance to slow down 
together. The pace of ministry is often so 
full, but when people step back to pray, 
reflect, and listen together, new clarity often 
emerges. I love watching a room of council 
members begin to connect the dots 
between their faith, their congregation’s 
story, and the needs of their community.
I also find so much joy in working with our 
synod staff and my DEM colleagues across 
the country!
What does your baptism mean to you?
Baptism is foundational. Before any role, 
title, or responsibility, I am first and foremost 
a beloved child of God. Baptism is the 
promise that my identity and worth do not 
depend on my accomplishments, my 
productivity, or even my faithfulness. They 
rest in God’s grace.
Baptism is a comfort and a call. No matter 
what, I'm a beloved child of God. And no 
matter what, I'm called out into the world - 
to bear God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world - and to work for justice & 
peace. I am grateful that this isn't just an 
individual assignment - it's a collective 
responsibility that as God's people, we do 
together!

Email: carson@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 106

Office of the Bishop Reflections
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In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
Every time our Synod Council meets, as a 
staff member, I submit a report and this 
question is asked every time. Every time I 
have same answer. What brings me the 
most joy in my work are the people of our 
SEMN Synod. What brings me the most joy 
is witnessing the presence of God in the 
midst of God's people in the SEMN Synod.
I've witnesses God give folks who felt 
anxious, calm hearts. I've witnesses God 
provide folks with wisdom when difficult 
decisions were needed to be made. I've 
witnesses God convict folks with radical 
welcome when uncertainty was present just 
to name a few examples. It is a joy to 
witness the trust in God and the 
courageous faith with which the people of 
this Synod navigate life and serve the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. Truth be told, I've 
never not witnessed the presence of God 
among and in the people of the SEMN 
Synod and what a joy that is!
What does your baptism mean to you?
I have so many thoughts, questions, and 
understandings about baptism. In all of it, I 
always come back to ‘named and claimed’ 
and that has made all the difference in my 
life and in the lives of all of God’s children 
and here’s why. Being named matters 
because to be named IS to be claimed. In 
the waters of baptism we given a new 
name, I’m not just Barbara Allyn, I’m 
Barbara Allyn Child of God. I am named 
and I am claimed.
I am honored and humbled and SO VERY 
thankful to carry my creator’s name… 
because that name makes all the difference 
in my life. As Barbara Allyn Child of God, I 
get to live in the freedom of my salvation… 
and so do you. Beloved Child of God, 
named and claimed, WE get to live among 

Rev. Barb Streed
Assistant to the Bishop for Call Process 

and Congregation Care

What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
The role I have been called to serve on the 
SEMN Synod staff is Assistant to the 
Bishop in Call Process and Congregational 
and Rostered Leader Care. We have 165 
congregations in our SEMN Synod and 
when one of those congregations finds 
themselves without rostered leader support 
due to resignation, retirement, or other I am 
the staff person who accompanies these 
congregations during this transitional time 
as they discern what God might be calling 
them to in the next season of life together. I 
also get to accompany rostered leaders as 
they feel the nudge of the Holy Spirit to 
consider a new call or a first call. In addition 
to my work in the 'call process' and in 
'mobility' ministries, I have the joy of being 
the synod staffer taking lead in planning the 
SEMN Synod Assembly, accompanying the 
SEMN Synod Minimum Compensation and 
Benefits Task Force, as well as serving and 
supporting the congregations and rostered 
leaders throughout our synod and in a 
variety ways.
Transition is a significant word in my work 
on the synod staff. This past year, 41 of our 
congregations experienced transition as 
they journeyed (and many still continue to 
journey) through the call process. This past 
year, 12 rostered leaders experienced 
transition as they joined our synod. We 
continue to accompany our congregations 
and our rostered leaders through the 
everchanging landscape of being God’s 
hands and feet in the world.

Office of the Bishop Reflections
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experience God’s abundant welcome and 
love through the faithful work of the people 
of God! 
What does your baptism mean to you?
Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone. To heal and 
strengthen, serve and teach, and live the 
Word they’ve known. Here the outcast and 
the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
All are welcome, all are welcome, all are 
welcome in this place.
 —All Are Welcome, ELW, 641

At the beginning of the baptismal service 
(ELW, p. 227), the presiding minister 
reminds all those assembled of the lifelong 
significance of their baptism: 'We are united 
with all the baptized in the one body of 
Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the 
life of the world.' 
In other words, through baptism . . . 

• We are part of the family of God, the 
body of Christ;

• We are united (as one) with all people 
who are baptized; and

• We are each called to live into our part 
of the ‘one body’, joined together and 
generously sharing the gifts Spirit 
showered on us in our baptisms so that
together – faithful to the gospel and in 
partnership with the Spirit – we can 
‘work toward more justice and 
wholeness in the world’ (elca.org).

Email: chatelaine@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 108

God’s faithful people. WE get to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord’s supper. 
WE get to proclaim the good news of God 
in Christ through word and deed, to serve 
all people, following the example of Jesus; 
and WE get to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth because WE are named and 
WE are claimed. Thanks be to God!

Email: streed@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 107

Kathy Chatelaine
Assistant to the Bishop for Global 

Ministry
What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
Our synod’s Global Ministry initiatives 
provide education, engagement, and 
advocacy opportunities that equip and 
empower congregations to see, connect 
with, and learn from local and international 
communities so that, as the Body of Christ 
throughout the world, we can work together 
to fulfill Jesus’s words to Love God and 
Love People: by Feeding the hungry. 
Visiting the lonely. Healing the sick. 
Welcoming the immigrant.
I invite you to explore a few of SEMN 
Synod’s Global Ministry initiatives that 
congregations throughout our synod can be 
a part of (see page 44). Together may we 
work in God’s mission so that all may have 
life in abundance! All are welcome!

In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
God created us to be in relationship with 
God and with one another. In its essence, 
global ministry is all about relationships: 
within and between our congregations, 
communities, nation, and world. What a 
privilege to serve in a job where I can 

Office of the Bishop Reflections
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all that I do, and all journeys that I am on, 
God is with me! As we journey together to 
do God’s work, blessing to you and 
remember—"Only one thing in life is truly 
dependable and stable…God’s love for us."

Email: brenno@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 109

Ashley Corbett
Director of Communications

What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
I have the joy of serving as the Director of 
Communications for our office. My career 
started in congregational faith formation, 
but I've always had a passion for 
communication and marketing (that's what 
my college degree says!). I am the one 
sending most any mass email, posting to 
social media, editing videos, and producing 
print material—including this Pre-Assembly 
Report. I also get to manage the technical 
components of our events, which change 
with each event.
For congregations and community 
members, this means I direct 
communication from our office to you. You 
may or may not see me or my name, but I 
hope that you are reading and seeing some 
of the content I publish. It also means that 
you share your stories with me so that I can 
share them with others.
All the work I do fluctuates as purpose and 
visions move with the Spirit. I love 
wondering and listening for what that might 
look like.
In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
The creative elements of all work! I love 
solving problems. I never want to stop 
asking what the vision is, figuring out how 

Cheryse Brenno
Call Process & Roster Administrator

What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
My main role is assisting with Call Process 
as the Call Process Administrator.
Other responsibilities consist of:

• Candidacy Assistant
• Mission Support Intents
• Manage Roster & Congregational 

Records/Files
• Roster Changes-Churchwide/Synod 

Database
• Personnel Files-Payroll & Portico
• Others as assigned.

In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
I love the work that I do in the Office of the 
Bishop. The real bonus in my work is that it 
allows me the opportunity to get to know 
the people of this synod! To listen to them 
share their faith journeys, tell about their 
families, and just plain old visiting with the 
people! I love listening!
A dear pastor once told me that all you 
have to do is "Love the People!" Thank you 
for this blessed opportunity!
What does your baptism mean to you?
I am a Child of God. I received the sign of 
the cross of God's endless love and mercy 
for me.
In my family, baptism was a celebration. I 
have my Certificate of Baptism dated April 
13, 1958, signed by my parents, Cleon and 
LaDonna Brenno; my sponsors, Fordyce 
and Beverly Brenno; and by Rev. Obed 
Vold. These are the people who started my 
faith journey.
God is always there! In my good days and 
my bad! I pray that there is always hope in 

Office of the Bishop Reflections



Page 48Southeastern Minnesota Synod ELCA Pre-Assembly Report 2026

In the work you do, what brings you the 
most joy?
I feel joyful in my work when I am helping 
others--staff, ministers, and lay leaders 
alike.
What does your baptism mean to you?
Because I was baptized when I was a bit 
older, I remember my experience. I think I 
was maybe four or five years old. My mom 
let me pick the fabric she used to make my 
dress for the occasion. I remember the 
family that gathered after to celebrate and 
the cross-shaped cake we shared. My 
baptism feels like a strong tether to my faith 
and personal religious journey. It feels like a 
special connection, also, to my family and 
loved ones who shared in it with me, and 
continue to share in it with me throughout 
my life.

Email: neigum@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 100

that aligns with our mission, and then 
ensuring that we are doing our best to 
reach the right people in the most effective 
and compassionate ways.
What does your baptism mean to you?
Like many Lutherans, I was baptized as an 
infant. As I grew up, I remember watching 
the home video of the service. My cousin 
and I were baptized together at a church in 
Minneapolis, where my family lived at the 
time. For most of my life, that's all I knew.
After starting my first job, I discovered that 
the pastor who baptized me—Rev. Lamont 
Kerner—also served as an interim at my 
home congregation after I graduated. He 
had become a pastor and mentor to me 
before I knew he also baptized me. That 
has been a pretty wonderful gift in my faith 
journey, and it reminds me how tangible 
and steady God's presence is in our lives, 
no matter how we see or remember it.

Email: corbett@semnsynod.org
Phone extension: 105

Sadie Neigum
Office Administrator

What is your role and how does your 
work impact congregational ministry?
I am the office administrator for the 
Southeastern Minnesota synod. I assist the 
Bishop's staff in completing projects and 
making sure the office runs smoothly. I also 
assist in event planning throughout the 
year. The events are great opportunities for 
the people of the synod to see one another 
in person and strengthen fellowship and 
connection. I also assist in the synod's 
constitution ministry which aims to serve 
the congregations of our synod in updating 
and maintaining constitutions.

Office of the Bishop Reflections
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ELCT-CD: The Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania - Central Diocese 
(international)

• In a region where over 85% of the 
people eke out a living as subsistence 
farmers - growing just enough food on 
this harsh land to feed their family, pay 
their taxes - the Central Diocese 
provides its members and their 
neighbors access to basic health care 
and quality secondary education for 
rural youth, while equipping remote rural 
congregations with trained pastors and 
evangelists

• In July, a group from St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Kasson, visited Central Diocese 
schools, dispensaries, and 
congregations – including Shelui, their 
partner congregation. During their visit, 
the new Thomas Musa Pharmacy was 
opened in the central city of Singida. 
This centralized pharmacy, named after 
the first bishop of the Central Diocese, 
provides pharmaceuticals at a lower 
cost to rural health care facilities.

• In January, 11 people from SEMN Synod 
congregations joined Bishop Regina and 
Kathy on an eight-day visit in the Central 
Diocese. In addition to visiting our 
partners and friends at rural 
congregations, schools, and health care 
facilities, Bishop Regina joined Bishop 
Syprian Hilinti (ELCT-CD), pastors and 
former bishops, regional government 
leaders, and over 1,000 additional 
people in dedicating the Bishop Regina 
Girls Secondary School in Kititimo, a 
‘suburb’ of Singida. Scheduled to open 
in September, this school will provide a 
quality education to girls, many of which 
would not have had the opportunity to 
attend secondary school. (Photos and a 

God created us to be in relationship with 
God and with one another. In its essence, 
the Southeastern Minnesota Synod’s global 
ministry is all about relationships - within 
and between our congregations, 
communities, nation, and world. The church 
is revitalized when we experience life 
together with our local and international 
ministry partners.
Some highlights from this past year 
include:

IELCO: The Lutheran Church of 
Colombia (international)

• Kathy Chatelaine and Rev. Mark 
Johnson represented SEMN Synod 
congregations at IELCO’s annual 
assembly where Bishop John Rojas was 
elected as IELCO’s new bishop.  Bishop 
Atahualpa (Ata) Hernandez was 
honored for his nine years of service as 
bishop. During his tenure, Bishop Ata, a 
leader who knew most of IELCO’s 1,800 
members by name, stabilized and then 
strengthened the church while 
advocating for justice and peace in 
Colombia during a time spanning a 
fragile peace agreement and global 
pandemic. 

• The people of IELCO continue to walk 
with marginalized populations, including 
the elderly, in the barrios of cities and in 
distant rural areas providing basic 
human needs, education, and dignity to 
people who are often overlooked by the 
government and shunned by their 
neighbors. 

• This faithful church courageously 
continues to welcome Venezuelan 
refugees into their communities, 
generously sharing food, shelter, and 
relationships in the name of Jesus.

Global Ministry Report 
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Hunger Grant! With the funds, Grace will 
expand access to the intergenerational 
garden they initially started this past 
summer - with seed money from the 
local SEMN Synod Food Ministry Grant.

AMMPARO: Welcoming our 
neighbors (local)

• Congregations and leaders throughout 
our synod continue to faithfully 
accompany neighbors within our 
communities by generously sharing their 
time, talents, and/or treasures. 

• SEMN Synod rostered and lay leaders 
are walking alongside marginalized 
communities during the recent ICE 
actions, including advocating for Christ’s 
compassion and justice. 

Opportunities for congregations to 
engage in global ministries 
(international and local)

• SEMN congregations generously 
provide designated funds to the ELCT-
CD for equipping of rural clinics 
(dispensaries), providing scholarships 
so that rural girls have the opportunity to 
attend secondary education, and 
equipping new pastors to share the 
good news of Jesus within a growing 
rural church. For example, 

• $50/month ($500/year) provides 
secondary school education (including 
at the new Bishop Regina Girls 
Secondary School) for a daughter of a 
Central Diocese subsistence farmer

• $100 goes towards supplies and 
equipment needed by schools and rural 
dispensaries (health clinic), 
pharmaceuticals that are no longer 
received through USAID, food packets 

travelogue can be found at: semnsynod.
org/news)

• With U.S. government cuts to 
international aid programs, the Central 
Diocese is facing the reality of diverting 
funds for education and expansion of 
quality health care in order to provide 
the pharmaceuticals (malaria treatment, 
antiretrovirals) needed to preserve life.  

South Sudanese ministries (local)
• Pastor Joseph Ajok Garang Bol joins 

William Deng as formal leaders of the 
Dinka worshiping community. Over the 
summer, the Dinka community provided 
a multi-week basketball camp 
experience for Rochester-area South 
Sudanese youth as well as hosted the 
Episcopalian Bishop of South Sudan.

• Through Nuer Community Lutheran 
Church, the synod's newest 
congregation, we are reminded that the 
Holy Spirit is always doing a new thing 
for the sake of Gospel proclamation. 
Beginning its second year, this vibrant 
community is growing in leadership and 
mission. Their deep faith and shared life 
together embody the spirit of 
accompaniment - offering a compelling 
witness that strengthens and inspires 
the whole synod.

Hunger ministries (local)
• Five SEMN Synod congregations 

received a $500 grant from the SEMN 
Synod Food Ministry Grant, funded 
through donations from synod 
congregations. These funds provided 
seed money for new food ministries 
within local SEMN communities.

• Grace Lutheran Church (Fairmont) is 
the recipient of a 2025 ELCA Domestic 

Global Ministry Report 
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• A Migrant Journey interactive 
experience provides an objective 
encounter with historical and current 
migration realities by walking in the 
shoes of two Central American youth 
and the people they meet on their 
journey to the U.S./México border. 
Schedule the newly updated A Migrant 
Journey for your congregation’s 
confirmation program, adult forum, or 
special community event!

To explore how your congregation can be 
connected with local or international global 
ministry initiatives, check out the new global 
ministry website pages at semnsynod.org/
globalministry and/or contact Kathy 
Chatelaine, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Global Ministry at:

• chatelaine@semnsynod.org
• Phone extension: 108

Financial giving can be done online at: 
semnsynod.org/giving.

Respectfully submitted by Kathy 
Chatelaine, Assistant to the Bishop for 
Global Ministry.

for people served through the palliative 
care ministry, etc.

• Other current SEMN global ministry 
funding your congregation can 
contribute to: 
– Equipment and supplies for a new 

vocational education (sewing & 
cooking) for high school students 
attending Kĳota Hull High School (TZ 
fund)

– Seed money for local SEMN 
congregations to address hunger in 
their respective communities (SEMN 
Food Ministry fund)

– Partnering with the Lutheran Church 
in Colombia (IELCO), provide food, 
water, and clothing to Venezuelan 
children who, due to the closing of the 
U.S./Mexico border, are stuck in 
Colombia (Colombia fund)

– Accompaniment of recent immigrants 
within SEMN communities (SEMN 
AMMPARO fund)

• SEMN congregations are experiencing 
the joys found in personal relationships 
cultivated through virtual (WhatsApp, 
Zoom, and email) visits with people in 
the Central Diocese while experiencing 
‘tastes of a culture’ – music, food, 
dance, traditions - within their respective 
congregations. Discover how your 
congregation can be a part of this reality 
of living as the Body of Christ with our 
global partners!

• Learn more about local and international 
global partnerships through an adult 
forum, a confirmation or VBS 
experience, or a synod ministry 
gathering. Discover how you and your 
congregation can engage in these 
vibrant relationships!

Global Ministry Report 
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This section honors the rostered ministers who have retired within the past year.
Some are now serving interim calls and others are exploring the new possibilities
into which the Spirit is leading them. Please hold these leaders in your prayers as

they transition into the next chapter of their ministry journey: retirement.
We give thanks for their leadership!

Rev. Patricia Reedstrom (6/1/2025)

Rev. Marie Anderson (7/1/2025)

Rev. Dean Lundgren (7/1/2025)

Rev. Steven Berkeland (9/1/2025)

Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson (1/1/2026)

Retirement Recognition
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40 Years
Daniel Dimick - 7/27/1986
Jane Timmerman - 6/8/1986
Jeffrey Forbes  - 8/31/1986
Nancy Toensing - 8/17/1986
Steven Berkeland - 6/15/1986
45 Years
Betsy Dartt - 6/6/1981
Byron Meline - 6/21/1981
Joel Xavier - 12/6/1981
Linda Helberg - 10/11/1981
Phillip Ruud - 6/28/1981
Rachael Hanson - 5/29/1981
Steven Schwartz - 6/13/1981
Timothy Sersen - 8/30/1981
Vernon Christopherson - 8/30/1981
Waldemar Gies - 6/14/1981 
William Klavetter - 8/16/1981 
50 Years
Duane Holst - 8/15/1976
Gerald Gengenbach - 7/11/1976
Richard Jorgensen - 2/15/1976
Susanne Smith - 12/12/1976
55 Years
Gary Hanson - 6/13/1971
Lawrence Lindmark - 6/14/1971
Philip Lewison - 6/27/1971
Rolf Wangberg - 8/15/1971
60 Years
Kenneth Jensen - 7/24/1966
65 Years
Gordon Trelstad - 6/4/1961
Milton Ost - 6/4/1961
Orlin Mandsager - 6/18/1961
70 Years
Curtis Johnson - 5/20/1956
Ivan Amman - 7/22/1956
Luther Olson - 6/17/1956
Myrwood Bagne - 5/27/1956

75 Years
Eugene Hasselquist - 5/16/1951

ORDINATION ANNIVERSARIES

Ministers of Word and Sacrament
5 Years
Peg Marose - 6/26/2021
10 Years
Allison Cobb - 1/16/2016
Christopher Meester - 4/3/2016
Nissa Peterson - 8/27/2016 
Susan Leibnitz - 1/16/2016
15 Years
Cole McCormick - 11/12/2011 
Jeanette Bidne - 7/31/2011
Jonathan Davis - 6/26/2011
Joshua Enderson - 7/10/2011 
Paige Whitney - 6/12/2011
Robert Zahn - 12/17/2011
Suzanne Froelich - 9/16/2011
20 Years
Anthony Bateza - 10/28/2006
Carol Mapa - 4/22/2006
Herman Bakker - 9/9/2006
Kent Narum - 9/24/2006
Nancy Hansen - 7/2/2006
Paul Miller - 6/18/2006
25 Years
Dean Smith - 12/9/2001
Heidi Heimgartner - 7/8/2001
Jillene Fritch-Gallatin- 7/22/2001
Lydia Mittag - 7/29/2001
Michael Short - 8/19/2001
30 Years
David Sorenson - 7/13/1996
Scott Olson - 6/9/1996
35 Years
Carl Bruihler Jr. - 2/3/1991
Charlene Cox - 6/30/1991
Glenn Monson - 8/18/1991
Margaret Pleiss-Sippola - 9/29/1991

Anniversary Celebrations
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CONGREGATION ANNIVERSARIES

25 Years
Peace Lutheran Church

in Eyota

75 Years
Grace Lutheran Church

in Peterson

150 Years

Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Glenville
Hayward Lutheran Church

in Hayward
Marshall Lutheran Church

in Adams
Oakland Lutheran Church

in Albert Lea
St. John Lutheran Church

in Mapleton
St. John Lutheran Church

in Kasson

Ministers of Word and Service

10 Years
Travis Beck - 3/13/2016

20 Years
Todd Portinga - 11/29/2006

25 Years
Jennelle Cunning - 6/24/2001

Anniversary Celebrations
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Thank You!
To all who make this Synod Assembly possible.

Synod Council Members:
David Holger
Matthew Huggenvik
Barbara Lake
Bradley Leathers
Jennifer Levisen
Roy Srp
Ed Taylor
Dr. Joyce Thompsen
Rev. Jessica Bakken Bush 
Rev. Shawn Brooks
Rev. Anna Ferro
Rev. Cheryl Indehar
Rev. Sam Mailleue
Sam Pollock
Nominating Committee:
Rev. Matthew Griggs
Rev. Maureen Hagen
Deacon Robert Tewes
Rev. Heath Queen
Katherine Holger
Lisa Dierks
Reference + Counsel:
Dave Borka,

Advisory member
Rev. Emily Carson,

Synod staff liaison
Sue Frederickson
Rev. Krista Henning-Ferkin
Dave Holger,

Chairperson
Rev. Beth Krolak
Rev. Dr. Scott Olson
Dick Osborne

Credential Committee:
Rev. Peg Marose,
 Chairperson
Nancy Svendsen
Dale Svendsen
Rev. Sarah Deutsch
Juanita Kramer
Rev. Mary Feil

CONFERENCE DEANS
Blue Earth River (BER):
Rev. Kristi Mitchell
Rev. Dr. Jeanette Bidne
Cannon River (CR):
Rev. Drew Yackel
Rev. Inger Hanson
Minnesota River (MR):
Rev. Sam Mailleue
Rev. Heath Queen
Root River (RR):
Rev. Kris Kincaid
Rev. Sarah Walker Brown
Zumbro River (ZR):
Rev. Timothy Bowman
Rev. Mike Mandsager

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 
STAFF

Cheryse Brenno
Rev. Emily Carson
Kathy Chatelaine
Ashley Corbett
Rev. Matt Larson
Sadie Neigum
Rev. Barb Streed
Tharan Leopold, M.A. CES
OUR BISHOP
Bishop Regina Hassanally

EVENT PRODUCTION
Aesthetics:
Rev. Jackie Short
Hospitality + accessibility:
Kathy Chatelaine
Technology + production:
AV For You
Ashley Corbett
Worship:
Mary Kay Bougie
Isabelle Duran
Quin Johnson
Bierte Peterson
Tony Santos
Rev. Matt Larson
Photographer:
Gabe Saenz
Registration + ushering:
Sadie Neigum
Sara Obermeyer
Donna Perryman
Karen Myers
Barb Feder
Sally Burdick
Jodie Wallschlaeger
Joe Ahrens
Jean Zandstra
Stan Bruss
Zella Vandervort
Paul Streed
Debra Lee
Synod Vice President:
Lisa Dierks
Secretary:
Rev. Joshua Enderson
Synod Treasurer:
Tamara Dahlvang
Parliamentarian:
Dave Borka
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Partner and Organization Reports

ELCA ORGANIZATION REPORTS
58 ELCA Church Property Resource Hub

60 ELCA Federal Credit Union

61 ELCA Foundation

62 Mission Investment Fund

PARTNER REPORTS
64 Region 3 Archives

65 Lutheran Campus Center, Winona

66 Crossroads Campus Ministries,   
 Mankato

74 Lutheran Advocacy - Minnesota

75 Continuous Growth Pathway (CGP)

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
77  Synodical Women's Organization

78  Lutheran Social Service of MN

80  Seafarers International

ELCA COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES, AND 
SEMINARIES

82 Luther Seminary

84 Augsburg University

85 Luther College

87 St. Olaf College

In the following pages you will find reports 
from ELCA organizations, some of our 

partners, ministry organizations operating 
in our synod, and ELCA schools. These 

reports were provided by the ministries for 
use in this report. All partners and relevant 
ministries have the opportunity to submit 

such a report.

Those represented here are not an 
exhaustive list. You can learn more about 
all of the organizations we are connected 
to by visiting our website and clicking on 

“Ministry Areas.” There you will find links to 
global ministry, faith formation, campus 
ministries, partners, organizations, and 

more.

Contents
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Introduction
2026 marks the 38th year of the ELCA Region 3 Archives. While the ELCA Region 3 Archives 
continues to be housed at Luther Seminary and serve the church across Minnesota, North Dakota, 
and South Dakota, it has entered a period of significant transition. This time of change will 
have its challenges, but it will also include meaningful opportunities for deepening the engagement 
between the archives and congregations.

A Time of Transition
● In June 2025, Paul Daniels retired from the role of archivist, after 42 years of service. 

We give thanks for Paul’s faithful commitment to preserving and promoting the stories of 
Lutheran communities with curiosity and care. The new archivist for ELCA Region 3 
and Luther Seminary, Caleb Rollins, began full-time in July 2025. As a student in the 
MA program in History of Christianity at Luther Seminary, Caleb volunteered in the 
archives for several years and had a months-long apprenticeship with Paul before taking over
full-time.

● In June 2025, Luther Seminary announced that they would sell their campus and move to a 
new location in the Twin Cities. Luther Seminary has indicated their intention to continue 
serving as the physical home of the ELCA Region 3 Archives. Luther Seminary 
anticipates remaining on its current campus through the 2026-2027 school year, and 
has formed a working group focused on finding their new location. As of the submission of 
this report, the process of finding a new location is still ongoing.

● Preparing for any kind of move takes time, especially when that move requires you to 
carefully transport over 175 years of Lutheran history! In order to properly execute this move, 
the archives will have to close to most researchers for a few extended periods of time to allow 
staff to focus on this monumental task. While this move will take time and energy, it will also 
provide an opportunity to improve the organization and arrangement of ELCA Region 3 
records so that they can be more accessible to synod staff, congregations, and other 
researchers.

Personal Gratitude
As I finish my first eight months as archivist for ELCA Region 3, I also wanted to express my 
gratitude to all of the synod staff and congregation members I have met so far. You have been 
incredibly hospitable and patient as we navigate this period of transition together. Thank you! I 
look forward to meeting more of you in the coming months and years and collaborating on projects 
that help congregations preserve and promote stories from the past that propel them into a faithful 
future.

Respectfully submitted 3.11.26 by Caleb Rollins, ELCA Region 3 Archivist and Luther 
Seminary Archivist crollins002@luthersem.edu

Region 3 ArchivesRegion 3 Archives
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“Speak Up” based on Proverbs 31: 8 “ speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, 
for the rights of all who are destitute” was the theme for the 2025 Southeastern Minnesota 
Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) Convention held at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Waseca. The keynote speaker was Joy McElroy, Director of Cherish All Children, a Lutheran 
Social Service (LSS) program to educate and prevent child sex trafficking and exploitation. 
During the 2024 – 2025 years the women of Southeastern Minnesota raised over $8000 for 
Cherish All Children more than doubling the goal of $4000. 

Spring Events were held in all five conferences. These events are planned by conference 
leadership who chooses the theme and a Love Offering focus. Love Offerings are the supplies 
or financial resources needed by the local, regional or global charity the conference chooses. 
In 2025 the SWO Board invited Lutheran Campus Center (LCC) in Winona to host the Root 
River Spring Event. Root River had not been able to find a host congregation for two years. 
LCC invited the women at Grace Lutheran Church in Winona to be their co-host. Over 60 
women from across the Root River Conference attended where nursing students hosted a 
wellness fair with blood pressure checks. Cross of Christ in Houston is hosting the 2026 Spring 
Event. 

In celebration of their 150th years of service the women at St. John Lutheran Church in 
Northfield commissioned the composition of a hymn based on the Women of the ELCA’s 
purpose statement. This hymn has been shared with the Women of the ELCA Churchwide 
offices in Chicago and is available for use by any congregation that requests it. (Text by W. 
Bruce Benson 2025 –and is copyrighted with All Rights Reserved). The Hymn is called “For the 
Healing and Wholeness of the World.” 

Delegates to the 2026 Women of the ELCA Triennial Business meeting (via zoom) were 
elected at that 2025 convention. The number of delegates is based on the number of 
congregational Women of the ELCA units in a synod. The SEMN Synod is allowed 6 plus the 
SWO President. Delegates are: Minnie Dunbar (Blue Earth River); Pamela Groves-Gaggioli 
(Cannon River); Terri Hanson (Blue Earth River); Judi Mickelson (Cannon River); Sharon 
Northouse (Zumbro River); Julie Schreifels (Cannon River) and Kathy Bolin (President). 

Respectfully submitted by: Kathy Bolin, SEMN Synodical Women’s Organization President 

Bolin1948@gmail.com; (507)292-0277 

Region 3 ArchivesSynodical Women's Organization
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Prelude Music  worship musicians
  Waterlife (ELW #457)   

  God of Promise, Let These Signs of Grace (ACS #959)
Come to the Water/I Will Run to You 

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
We gather at this font, O God,
creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow.
We praise you for the Zumbro, Minnesota, Cannon, Root, Blue Earth, and 
Mississippi Rivers, and for the water you provide us each day.
We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font.
We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, this flood of endless mercy,
and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 
All the waters are yours, O God, even stagnant rivers, and wells nearly dry, 
and lakes that are merely puddles.
We beg you to heed the criesvof everyone suffering from drought.
As you saved Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, 
so now save all those creatures dying of thirst.
Pour down rain and fill up the wells, that the people may live.
We ask you, almighty Provider, to give us the water we need,
and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font.
By the water of our baptism empower us to pour out ourselves for others
and to safeguard the waters of your earth.
To you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery, be all praise and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

Reprinted from Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks: A Collection of Litanies, Laments, and 
Thanksgivings at Font and Table by Gail Ramshaw copyright © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.

Gathering Song  Wade in the Water (ELW #459)

Text: African American Spiritual. PUBLIC DOMAIN.
Arrangement: by Russell Robinson, ©2020 Alfred Music (octavo #48409)
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Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
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Word
 1 Peter 2:4-9

 Matthew 14:22-33 

Sermon   Bishop Regina Hassanally

Hymn of the Day   Come to the Water of Life (ACS #955)
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Creed
We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*Or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.
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Prayers of Intercession
 God of grace,
 hear our prayer.

Peace
 The peace of Christ be with you always.
 And also with you.

Meal

Offering Music  Rivers of Living Water worship musicians

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Abiding God, under the cover of darkness, you bring forth life. Nourish us with earth’s 
bounty, that we may freely share the gifts you have first given us, through the one who 
gives his life for the world, Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface
In keeping with this synod’s resolution last year to encourage centering stories of women in scripture, 
today we’ll be using the following thanksgiving at the table which was commissioned by the ELCA and 

written by Gail Ramshaw for use in worship at its 2019 Churchwide Assembly.

All praise to you, glorious God of grace.
Throughout the ages you have blessed us with ancestors of the faith.
With Sarah, we bless you for your gift of life.
With Ruth, we praise you for family and food.
With Miriam, we celebrate our escape from the foe.
Remembering Deborah, we honor the words of your prophets.
Remembering the woman at the well, we laud you for living water.
Remembering Junia, we thank you for those who minister among your people.
One with the daughter of Jairus, we wake to life in you.
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With Mary, we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Remembering Martha and Mary, we join Jesus at this meal.
Living, he healed the bleeding woman;
dying, he cared for his mother;
risen, he sent Mary Magdalene in mission.
On the night before he died, he took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With Mary, again we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Mighty God of mercy,
as you heard the prayers of Hannah, so now hear us.
Send your Spirit on this bread and wine,
that sharing the body and blood of Christ we become his body in the world.
Send your Spirit on this assembly, that like Phoebe,
we serve one another with zeal.
Send your Spirit on the church, that like Anna,
we tell others of your mercy.
Send your Spirit into our hearts, that like Dorcas,
we care for the poor and needy.
With Mary, once more we magnify your name:
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
All praise to you, powerful God of peace.
We adore you, our God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
you who mother and feed and comfort us,
today, tomorrow, and forever.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come,
  your will be done,
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins
  as we forgive those
  who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
  and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours,
  now and forever. Amen.

Communion
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
Living God, as the disciples ate and drank with their risen Lord, we have been 
nourished with the very presence of Christ. Through this meal may we be strengthened 
to keep your word and to proclaim the power of your love in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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OPENING OF A SYNOD OR CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY
As in one body we have many members,
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ.
Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
I am there among them.
Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called,
with all humility and gentleness,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.
Let us pursue what makes for justice and peace,
and for mutual upbuilding.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people
by sending into us your Holy Spirit.
Direct us by the light of that Spirit,
that we may have a right judgment in all things
and rejoice at all times in your peace,
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
I declare this assembly to be in session
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Song I'm Going on a Journey
Text: Kenneth D. Larkin. Music: Wet Saints, Edward V.

Bonnemere, 1921-1996. Text and music © 1994 
Amitty Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Liturgies and hymns used and adapted from sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS008084. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream certain music in this service 
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-730454 or CCLI No. 21067470.  All rights reserved.
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