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Christian baptism marks a new chapter in a
sacred and ancient people-building project
that began with Abraham and Sarah.
Baptism is not as a break from that
covenantal story, but a new thread woven
Into it.”
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TEXTS

1 Corinthians 10:1-5

Romans 11:17-24

Genesis 12:1-9

Genesis 17:1-8
Exodus 6:1-9

Acts 2:1-6, 36-39, 41-42

1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-5

| do not want you to be ignorant, brothers and sisters, that our
ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed through the
sea, 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed
them, and the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not
pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the
wilderness.
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GENESIS 12:1-9

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that | will show you. 2 | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so
that you will be a blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse, and
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”[a]

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old
when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot and all the
possessions that they had gathered and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran, and they set
forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan,6 Abram passed through
the land to the ‘b‘lé{ée“étﬁSHééHém, to the oak[b] of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7
Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring | will give this land.” So he built there an
altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of
Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east, and there he built an altar to the
Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages toward the Negeb.

GENESIS 1#£1-8

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “l am
God Almighty;[a] walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And | will make my covenant between
me and you and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3 Then Abram fell on his face, and
God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. 5 No longer shall your name be Abram,[b] but your name shall be
Abraham,[c] for | have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6 | will make you
exceedingly fruitful, and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7 | will
establish my egvenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 8
And | will give to you and to your offspring after you the land where you are now an alien, all
the land of Canaan, for a perpetual holding, and | will be their God.”



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2017&version=NRSVUE
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EXODUS 19:1-6

On the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very
day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 2 They journeyed from Rephidim, entered the
wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the
mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, “Thus
you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the Israelites: 4 “You have seen what | did to
the Egyptians and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now,
therefore, if you.obey. my.voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6 but you shall be for
me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the
Israelites

ACTS 2:1-6, 36-39, 41-42

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem.

36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,[h] this Jesus
whom you crucified.”

37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers[i] what should
we do?” 38 Peter Sald to them Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven, and you will receive the glft of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far
away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them,
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day
about three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202&version=NRSVUE
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Revelation 21:12-14, 22-27

"It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the
gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on
the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on the west. * The wall of the
city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb...

22| did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. 22 The city.does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their splendor into it. 2> On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there
will be no night there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.

27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or
deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Christian baptism marks a new chapter in a
sacred and ancient people-building project
that began with Abraham and Sarah.
Baptism is not as a break from that
covenantal story, but a new thread woven
Into it.”
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